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FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH 

THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 


New  Jersey 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  New  Jersey.  As  you  read  this 
outline,  study  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  which  will  help  you  understand 
genealogical  terminology  and  the  content  and  uses  of 
genealogical  records. 

RECORDS  AT  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  most  of  the  records 
described  in  this  outline.  These  records  are  from  the 
National  Archives  and  its  regional  centers,  the  state 
archives,  county  courthouses,  church  archives, 
university  libraries,  and  historical  societies.  Though 
the  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
some  twentieth  century  records,  most  microfilm 
copies  are  of  pre-1900  records. 

The  library’s  major  holdings  include  census, 
military,  vital,  land,  probate,  and  naturalization 
records  for  most  areas.  The  library  also  has  a 
comprehensive  collection  of  published  and 
manuscript  genealogies  of  New  Jersey  families. 
There  are  also  statewide  indexes  to  probate  records, 
early  land  records,  censuses,  vital  records,  tax 
records,  and  military  records. 

Unfortunately,  nearly  all  census  records  from  1790 
to  1 820  and  some  early  county  records  for 
Gloucester,  Middlesex,  Monmouth,  Morris,  and 
Somerset  counties  no  longer  exist.  However,  the  tax 
records  and  their  indexes  help  make  up  for  the 
missing  census  records.  Researching  New  Jersey 
ancestors  may  require  the  use  of  some  unusual 
sources,  such  as  tavern  licenses,  cattle  earmarks,  and 
road  surveys. 

Most  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm, 
microfiche,  and  computer  numbers.  These  are 
preceded  by  FHL ,  the  abbreviation  for  Family 
History  Library.  These  numbers  are  used  to  locate 
materials  in  the  library  and  to  order  microfilm  and 
microfiche  at  a  Family  History  Center  . 


The  computer  number  can  be  used  if  you  have 
access  to  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog™  on 
computer.  The  “Computer  Number  Search”  is  the 
fastest  way  to  find  a  source  in  the  catalog. 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog,  found  at  the  library  and  at  each 
Family  History  Center.  To  find  a  record,  look  in  the 
Locality  Search  of  the  catalog  for: 

•  The  place  where  an  ancestor  lived,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 

NEW  JERSEY-  GENEALOGY 

NEW  JERSEY,  ESSEX-  PROBATE  RECORDS 

NEW  JERSEY,  ESSEX,  NEWARK  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

•  The  record  type  you  want  to  search,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
NEW  JERSEY  -  GENEALOGY 
NEW  JERSEY,  ESSEX  -  PROBATE  RECORDS 
NEW  JERSEY,  ESSEX,  NEWARK  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  Locality  Search  of  the 
catalog. 

ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 


The  following  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  have 
collections  or  services  helpful  to  genealogical 
researchers: 

•  New  Jersey  State  Library 
History  and  Genealogy  Unit 
185  West  State  Street,  CN  520 
Trenton,  NJ  08625-0520 
Telephone:  609-292-6200 
Fax:  609-292-2746 

The  state  library  collects  published  sources, 
including  printed  genealogies,  maps,  church 
records,  local  histories,  city  directories,  legislative 
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reports,  legal  digests,  and  periodicals.  It  also  has 
microfilm  copies  of  federal  censuses  of  the  eastern 
states  and  New  Jersey  state  censuses.  The  library 
staff  will  do  limited  checking  of  indexes  and 
directories  in  response  to  written  requests.  They 
will  make  photocopies  for  a  fee. 

•  Division  of  Archives  and  Records  Management 
Bureau  of  Archives  and  Records  Preservation 
185  West  State  Street,  (P.O.  Box  307) 

Trenton,  NJ  08625-0307 

Telephone:  609-292-6260 

The  Bureau  of  Archives  and  Records  Preservation, 
usually  referred  to  as  the  state  archives,  is  the 
official  repository  for  all  colonial  and  state 
government  records.  Its  collections  include 
manuscripts  and  microfilms  of  pre-1900  county 
and  town  records.  Most  of  these  records  are  also 
on  microfilm  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

The  state  archives  will  make  photocopies,  answer 
reference  letters,  and  search  some  indexed  records 
for  an  hourly  fee.  For  a  useful  guide  to  the 
collection,  refer  to: 

Barker,  Bette  Marie,  Daniel  P.  Jones,  and  Karl  J. 
Niederer.  Guide  to  Family  History  Sources  in 
the  New  Jersey  State  Archives.  2nd  ed.  Trenton, 
N.J.:  Division  of  Archives  and  Records 
Management,  1990.  (FHL  book  974.9  A1 
no.  123;  computer  number  147318.) 

•  National  Archives — Northeast  Region 

201  Varick  Street,  Comer  Varick  and  West 
Houston  Streets 
New  York,  NY  10014 
Telephone:  212-337-1300 
Fax:  212-337-1306 

The  National  Archives— Northeast  Region  has 
records  created  by  federal  agencies  in  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  U.S.  Virgin 
Islands.  The  archive  has  naturalization  records, 
Internal  Revenue  Service  records,  customs  lists, 
and  records  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  of  Appeals. 
The  archive  also  has  microfilms  of  all  available 
federal  census  records,  many  federal  naturalization 
records,  court  records,  passenger  lists  for  New 
York  City  and  other  ports,  Revolutionary  War 
military  records,  and  some  Civil  War  service 
indexes.  The  staff  will  make  photocopies  for  a  fee. 
The  National  Archives  has  announced  the  records 
of  this  branch  will  be  moved  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  by  the  summer  of  1998. 


•  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  Library 
230  Broadway 

Newark,  NJ  07104 
Telephone:  201-483-3939 
Fax:  201-483-1988 

The  historical  society  has  extensive  collections  of 
New  Jersey  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  maps, 
card  files,  vertical  files,  census  microfilms, 
indexed  genealogy  manuscript  collections,  and 
many  other  records.  The  library  staff  will  do  a 
limited  amount  of  research  for  a  fee. 

Two  pamphlets,  available  from  the  historical 
society  upon  request,  describe  the  collections:  The 
Collections  of  the  Library  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  and  A  Guide  to  Family  History 
and  Genealogy  Resources  in  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  Library. 

For  a  valuable  guide  to  other  manuscript  materials, 
see: 

Skemer,  Don  C.  and  Robert  C.  Morris.  Guide  to 
the  Manuscript  Collections  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society.  Newark,  N.J.:  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society,  1979.  (FHL  book  974.9  A3s; 
computer  number  92373.) 

•  The  Genealogical  Society  of  New  Jersey 
P.O.  Box  1291 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  08903-1291 
Telephone:  732-932-7510 

•  Department  of  Special  Collections  and  Archives 
Archibald  Stevens  Alexander  Library 
Rutgers  University 

169  College  Avenue 
New  Brunswick,  NJ  08903 
Telephone:  732-932-7509 

A  guide  to  the  manuscripts  at  this  library  is: 

Rutgers  University  Library.  A  Guide  to  the 
Manuscript  Collection  of  the  Rutgers  University 
Library.  New  Brunswick,  N.J.:  Rutgers  University 
Library,  1964.  (FHL  book  974.942  A3s;  computer 
number  263530.) 

Diaries  and  journals  are  inventoried  in: 

Sinclair,  Donald  A.,  comp.  A  Guide  to  Manuscript 
Diaries  and  Journals  in  the  Special  Collections 
Department,  Rutgers  University.  New  Brunswick, 
N.J.:  Rutgers  University  Library,  1980.  (Not 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library.) 
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•  Gloucester  County  Historical  Society  Library 
17  Hunter  Street 

P.O.  Box  409  ^ 

Woodbury,  NJ  08096 
Telephone:  609-845-4771 

•  New  Jersey  Reference  Division 
Newark  Public  Library 

5  Washington  Street 
P.O.  Box  630 
Newark,  NJ  07101-0630 
Telephone:  201-733-7800 

The  library  has  newspapers  and  city  directories  for 
Newark  and  microfilm  copies  of  all  existing  New 
Jersey  federal  and  state  censuses.  The  staff  will 
search  and  copy  obituaries  and  other  records  for  a 
fee. 

The  following  books  provide  additional  information 

about  New  Jersey  archives  and  libraries: 

Hoelle,  Edith.  Genealogical  Resources  in  Southern 
New  Jersey.  3rd  ed.  Woodbury,  N.J.:  Gloucester 
County  Historical  Society,  1989.  (Second  edition 
is  FHL  book  974.9  D23h  1989;  computer  number 
595560.)  This  book  is  a  guide  to  libraries  and 
collections  in  the  seven  southern  counties  of  New 
Jersey. 

Murrin,  Mary  R.,  comp.  New  Jersey  Historical 
Manuscripts:  A  Guide  to  Collections  in  the  State. 
Trenton,  N.J.:  New  Jersey  Historical  Commission, 
1987.  (FHL  book  974.9  A3m;  computer  number 
487483.)  This  book  contains  addresses  and 
collection  descriptions  of  263  public  libraries, 
historical  societies,  archives,  and  museums. 

Quigley,  Mary  Alice,  Judith  A.  Fullerton,  and 
Diane  E.  Kauffman,  comps.  Historical 
Organizations  in  New  Jersey:  A  Directory.  Rev. 
ed.  Trenton,  N.J.:  New  Jersey  Historical 
Commission,  1983.  (FHL  book  974.9  H24q; 
computer  number  379379.)  This  book  contains  the 
addresses  to  over  450  historical  societies,  county 
historians,  museums,  and  lineage  societies. 

Addresses  of  county  courthouses,  surrogate  courts, 

and  county  records  centers  are  found  in: 

Eichholtz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry’s  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County  and  Town  Sources,  rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  Ref 
973  D27rb  1992;  computer  number  594021.) 


Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  are  important  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  E-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  New  Jersey  in  a 
variety  of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and 
international  levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing 
rapidly.  Most  of  the  information  is  available  at  no 
cost.  Addresses  on  the  Internet  are  subject  to 
frequent  changes.  The  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  USGenWeb 
http://www.usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-I/usa 

A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly-updated  research  coordination 
list. 

To  get  started  with  computer  network  research 
regarding  New  Jersey,  contact  the  following: 

•  New  Jersey  Genealogical  and  Historical 
Organizations 

http://www.cybemet.net/~gsteiner/njgenweb/ 

njgenorg.html 

Town,  county,  state,  ethnic,  and  religious  list  of 
addresses,  telephones,  and  links  to  Internet  sites. 

•  New  Jersey  Local  Names 
http://www.state.nj.us/infobank/locality.htm 

Alphabetical  list  of  local  place  names  with  their 
municipality  and  county. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 
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FamilySearch® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with 
FamilySearch®.  FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of 
computer  files  containing  several  million  names. 
FamilySearch  is  a  good  place  to  begin  your  research. 
Some  of  the  records  come  from  compiled  sources; 
some  have  been  automated  from  original  sources. 

FamilySearch  computers  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin 
boards.  You  can  use  these  services  at  many  public 
libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private  locations. 

BIBLE  RECORDS 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  the  Gloucester 
County  Historical  Society,  and  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  (DAR)  Library  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  have  many  volumes  of  Bible  records  for  New 
Jersey  families.  The  Genealogical  Society  of  New 
Jersey  has  the  largest  collection  (over  4,650  Bible 
records).  A  name  index  to  the  first  3,000  is  at  the 
New  Jersey  Room — Special  Collections  and 
Archives,  Alexander  Library,  Rutgers  University. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
many  Bible  records  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  Locality  Search  under: 

NEW  JERSEY  -  BIBLE  RECORDS 

NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  BIBLE  RECORDS 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  also  has 
a  collection  of  Bible  transcripts,  as  does  the 
Gloucester  County  Historical  Society  (in  its  historical 
and  genealogical  files).  Both  collections  are 
described  in  the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline. 
The  Family  History  Library  also  has: 

•  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (New 
Jersey).  Bible  Records,  Etc.,  7  vols.,  typescript, 
1950-1954  (FHL  book  974.9  V29d;  vol.  1  on  film 
016536,  and  vol.  6  on  film  924845  item  3; 
computer  number  264815.)  Includes  index. 

•  Several  volumes  of  typed  Bible  records  for 
southern  New  Jersey  families.  Records  filmed  at 
the  Gloucester  Historical  Society  (FHL  film 
848549  item  3;  computer  number  292752; 

1005023  item  1;  computer  number  229450.) 

Most  individual  volumes  of  Bible  records  are 
indexed.  Some  DAR  records  are  indexed  in: 


Kirkham,  E.  Kay.  An  Index  to  Some  of  the  Bibles 
and  Family  Records  of  the  United  States,  vol.  2. 
Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers,  1984.  (FHL 
book  973  D22kk  v.  2;  fiche  6089184;  computer 
number  298346.) 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  also  has  a  card 
index  to  DAR  Bible  transcripts. 

BIOGRAPHY 

The  best  collections  of  published  biographies  in  New 
Jersey  are  at  the  New  Jersey  State  Library,  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  and  Rutgers  University. 

The  Newark  Public  Library  has  a  card  index  to 
biographical  information  called  Information  on 
Notable  Persons. 

Several  statewide,  regional,  and  county  biographical 
encyclopedias  are  included  in  the  Genealogy  and 
Local  History  collection  described  in  the  “History” 
section  of  this  outline.  The  following  are  examples 
of  excellent  biographical  encyclopedias  available  for 
New  Jersey: 

Sinclair,  Donald  Arleigh,  comp.,  A  New  Jersey 
Biographical  Index:  Covering  Some  100,000 
Biographies  and  Associated  Portraits  in  237  New 
Jersey  Cyclopedias,  Histories,  Yearbooks, 
Periodicals,  and  Other  Collective  Biographical 
Sources  Published  to  about  1980.  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Genealogical  Publishing,  1993.  (FHL  book  974.9 
D32s;  computer  number  363523.)  An  extensive 
index  to  New  Jersey  biographies. 

Lee,  Francis  Bazley.  Genealogical  and  Memorial 
History  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  4  vols.  New 
York:  Lewis  Historical  Publishing,  1910.  (FHL 
films  514673-74;  computer  number  328959.) 
Includes  index. 

Ogden,  Mary  Depue.  Memorial  Cyclopedia  of  New 
Jersey.  4  vols.  Newark,  N.J.:  Memorial  History, 
1915-1921.  (FHL  book  974.9  D3m;  film  924475 
item  2;  computer  number  243411;  fiche  6045849 
computer  number  50485 1 .)  The  first  three  volumes 
were  reprinted  as  Cyclopedia  of  New  Jersey 
Biography:  Memorial  and  Biographical.  3  vols. 
(New  York:  American  Historical  Society,  1923; 
FHL  book  974.9  D3c;  film  1035594  items  4-6; 
computer  number  222549;  fiche  6045806; 
computer  number  91111.) 
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Nelson,  William.  Nelson’s  Biographical  Cyclopedia. 
2  vols.  Eastern  Historical  Publishing  Society, 

1913.  (FHL  book  974.9  D3n;  film  823724; 
computer  number  259795.) 

The  Biographical  Encyclopedia  of  New  Jersey  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century.  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  Galaxy 
Publishing,  1877.  (FHL  fiche  6045839;  computer 
number  505559.)  Not  available  at  Family  History 
Centers. 

Honeyman,  A.  Van  Doren,  ed.  Northwestern  New 
Jersey,  a  History  of  Somerset,  Morris,  Hunterdon, 
Warren,  and  Sussex  Counties.  5  vols.  New  York: 
Lewis  Historical  Publishing,  1927.  (FHL  book 
974.9  H2n  v.  3-4;  fiche  6045834;  vols.  3-4  on 
film  1035764  items  2-3  ;  computer  numbers 
164591,  530520.)  Volumes  three  through  five  are 
biographical. 

CEMETERIES 

Indexes 

•  County  File  of  Miscellaneous  New  Jersey 
Information.  Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society 
of  Utah,  1971.  (FHL  films  855186-88;  computer 
number  313990.)  This  is  a  card  index  to 
tombstone  inscriptions  and  church  records  at 
Rutgers  University.  It  is  arranged  alphabetically  by 
county  and  name  of  cemetery. 

•  Source  Index  of  New  Jersey  Families.  Salt  Lake 
City:  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  1971.  (FHL 
films  852836-38;  computer  number  276415.)  This 
is  primarily  a  surname  card  index  at  Rutgers 
University  to  families  buried  in  New  Jersey 
cemeteries. 

•  Index  to  Monumental  Inscriptions.  This  is  an  index 
to  20  volumes  of  tombstone  inscriptions  found  at 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  (but  not  at  the 
Family  History  Library). 

The  Family  History  Library  also  has  microfilm 
copies  of  card  indexes  to  the  large  metropolitan 
Roman  Catholic  cemeteries  of  Mount  Olivet 
Cemetery  in  Newark,  Holy  Sepulchre  in  East 
Orange,  Holy  Cross  in  North  Arlington,  Madonna  in 
Fort  Lee,  and  Holy  Name  in  Jersey  City. 

Records 

The  “Tombstone  Hounds”  of  the  Genealogical 
Society  of  New  Jersey  have  transcribed  the 
tombstone  inscriptions  at  over  700  cemeteries.  This 


collection,  at  Rutgers  University,  is  accessed  by  the 
card  indexes  mentioned  above. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
collection  contains  tombstone  inscriptions  from  many 
New  Jersey  cemeteries.  See  the  “Genealogy”  section 
of  this  outline. 

New  Jersey  Cemetery  Inscriptions  (Salt  Lake  City: 
The  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  1976,  FHL  film 
1005022  item  9;  computer  number  355427).  A 
collection  of  typewritten  transcripts  from  many  small 
West  Jersey  cemeteries,  microfilmed  at  the 
Gloucester  County  Historical  Society.  Additional 
volumes  of  transcripts  are  available  at  the  Society’s 
library. 

Many  New  Jersey  cemetery  records  have  been 
published  in  The  Genealogical  Magazine  of  New 
Jersey  and  other  periodicals  mentioned  in  the 
“Periodicals”  section  of  this  outline. 

For  a  county-by-county  list  of  cemetery  record 
transcripts  available  at  the  Family  History  Library, 
see: 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
Family  History  Library.  Index  to  United  States 
Cemeteries.  Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society 
of  Utah,  1988.  (FHL  films  1206468-94;  computer 
number  475648.)  Film  1206480  includes  New 
Jersey. 

The  Family  History  Library  Catalog  Locality  Search 
lists  more  of  these  records  under: 

NEW  JERSEY  -  CEMETERIES 
NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  CEMETERIES 
NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY],  [TOWN]  - 
CEMETERIES 

CENSUS 


Colonial  Censuses 

The  colonial  censuses  taken  in  1726,  1738,  1745, 
and  1772  were  destroyed.  Various  other  records  can 
substitute  for  colonial  censuses.  These  include  lists 
of  petitioners,  residents,  freeholders,  quit  renters, 
jurists,  voters,  and  taxpayers.  Many  of  these  lists 
have  been  published  in  periodicals.  For  a  helpful 
guide  in  locating  these  lists,  refer  to: 

Stemmons,  John  D.  The  United  States  Census 
Compendium.  Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers, 
1973.  (FHL  book  973  X2st;  computer  number 
271794.) 
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Federal  Censuses 

Population  Schedules.  The  National  Archives  and 
all  of  its  regional  centers,  the  Family  History 
Library,  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  the  New 
Jersey  State  Archives,  the  Newark  Public  Library, 
the  Rutgers  University  Library,  and  the  New  Jersey 
State  Library  all  have  microfilm  copies  of  the  U.S. 
federal  censuses  of  New  Jersey  from  1830  to  1920. 
The  original  county  copies  of  the  federal  censuses, 
1850  through  1880,  are  generally  at  the  county 
clerk’s  offices,  and  the  state  library  has  the  state 
copies. 

The  1790,  1800  (except  Cumberland  County),  1810, 
and  1820  censuses  are  missing.  The  1890  census 
(except  the  17  names  of  the  Nelson,  Cross,  and 
Clooney  families  from  Jersey  City,  Hudson  County) 
was  destroyed,  but  the  1 890  schedule  of  Union 
veterans  and  widows  has  survived.  See  the  United 
States  Research  Outline  (30972)  for  information 
about  these  censuses  as  well  as  the  1930  and  later 
federal  censuses. 

As  a  substitute  for  the  missing  censuses,  search  the 
tax  ratables  described  in  the  “Taxation”  section  of 
this  outline.  Also  see  the  1793  militia  census 
described  in  the  “Military  Records”  section  of  this 
outline. 

Statewide  indexes  are  available  in  books  and  on 
microfiche  for  the  1800  (Cumberland  County),  1830, 
1840,  and  1850  censuses.  The  1860  census  is  also 
indexed  in  book  form.  Soundex  (phonetic)  indexes 
are  available  for  the  1880  (partial),  1900,  and  1920 
censuses. 

County-wide  indexes  to  federal  censuses  can 
sometimes  help  you  locate  names  overlooked  in 
statewide  indexes.  For  example,  the  1870  census  for 
Essex  County,  Mercer  County,  Passaic  County, 
Hoboken,  and  Jersey  City,  is  indexed  in  book  form. 
Other  county-wide  indexes  are  listed  in  the  Family 
History  Library  Catalog  Locality  Search  under  NEW 
JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  CENSUS. 

When  indexes  are  not  available  or  omit  a  name,  you 
can  still  look  for  the  name  in  the  census.  In  large 
cities  it  helps  to  first  learn  the  person’s  address  by 
searching  the  city  directory  for  the  same  year  as  the 
census  (see  the  “Directories”  section  of  this  outline). 
Then  look  for  that  address  on  the  original  census 
schedules. 

The  following  reference  tools  help  determine  which 
census  schedule  microfilm  and  enumeration  district 
to  search  for  specific  addresses: 


Kirkham,  E.  Kay.  A  Handy  Guide  to  Record- 
Searching  in  the  Larger  Cities  of  the  United 
States.  Logan,  Utah:  Everton,  1974.  (FHL  book 
973  D27kc;  fiche  6010059-60;  computer  number 
55656.)  Includes  ward  maps  and  street  indexes  for 
Camden  in  1878. 


United  States.  Census  Office.  Census  Descriptions  of 
Geographic  Subdivisions  and  Enumeration 
Districts.  Contains  the  items  below: 


1830  FHL  film  1402857  item  1;  computer  number 
299384 

1840  FHL  film  1402857  item  2;  computer  number 
299385 

1850  FHL  film  1402858  item  1;  computer  number 
299392 

1860  FHL  film  1402858  item  2;  computer  number 
299393 

1870  FHL  film  1402859;  computer  number 
299425 

1880  FHL  film  1402862;  computer  number 
299426 

1900  FHL  film  1303024;  computer  number 
117685 

1910  FHL  film  1374007;  computer  number 
176643 

1920  FHL  film  1842712;  computer  number 
687949 


Buckway,  G.  Eileen.  U.S.  1910  Federal  Census: 
Unindexed  States:  A  Guide  to  Finding  Census 
Enumeration  Districts  for  Unindexed  Cities, 
Towns,  and  Villages.  Salt  Lake  City:  Family 
History  Library,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  X2bu 
1910;  fiche  6101340;  computer  number  678265.) 
Lists  all  New  Jersey  towns  (or  wards)  with  their 
1910  census  enumeration  district  numbers  and 
FHL  film  numbers.  Bayonne,  Camden,  Elizabeth, 
Hoboken,  Jersey  City,  Newark,  Passaic,  Patterson, 
and  Trenton  each  have  special  instructions,  often 
including  city  directory,  FHL  book,  or  film 
numbers. 


United  States.  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Cross  Index  to 
Selected  City  Streets  and  Enumeration  Districts, 
1910  Census.  Washington,  D.C.:  National 
Archives,  [1984].  (51  FHL  fiche  6331481; 
computer  number  258163.)  Lists  street  addresses 
of  Elizabeth  (fiche  19),  Newark  (fiche  25),  and 
Patterson  (fiche  36)  with  corresponding  census 
enumeration  districts. 

The  Family  History  Library  and  National  Archives 
regional  centers  also  have  1910  enumeration  district 
maps  for  Bayonne,  Camden,  Elizabeth,  Hoboken, 
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Jersey  City,  Newark,  Passaic,  Paterson,  and  Trenton. 
These  are  found  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog  Locality  Search  under  NEW  JERSEY, 
[COUNTY],  [CITY]  -  MAPS.  The  National 
Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.,  also  has  similar  maps 
for  19  smaller  New  Jersey  cities. 

Mortality  Schedules.  Mortality  schedules  for  the 
1850,  1860,  1870,  and  1880  censuses  are  at  the  New 
Jersey  State  Library.  Microfilm  copies  are  at  the 
state  archives,  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  and 
the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  At  the 
Family  History  Library  mortality  schedules  are  listed 
as: 

United  States.  Census  Office.  Census  of  New  Jersey, 
1850-1880;  Third  Series  (of  Persons  Who  Died 
During  the  Years  Ending  30  June  1850,  1  June 
1860;  1  June  1870;  31  May  1880.  Trenton,  N.J.: 
State  Library  of  Archives  and  History,  Department 
of  Education,  1996.  (FHL  films  802952-55; 
computer  number  266348.)  The  1880  schedules 
are  for  Atlantic  to  Hudson  counties  only.  The 
schedule  for  1850  is  indexed  in: 

George,  Shirley  J.  and  Sandra  E.  Glenn.  New  Jersey 
Mortality  Schedule  Index.  Columbus,  N.J.:  G.  & 

G.  Genealogical  Book,  1982.  (FHL  book  974.9 
X22g;  computer  number  194613.) 

Veterans  Schedules.  The  1890  schedule  of  Union 
veterans  and  widows  has  survived.  See: 

United  States.  Census  Office.  1 1th  Census,  1890. 
Schedules  Enumerating  Union  Veterans  and 
Widows  of  Union  Veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  File 
Microcopies  of  Records  in  the  National  Archives, 
no.  123.  Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives, 
1948.  (FHL  films  338200-202;  computer  number 
59376.)  Indexed  in: 

Jackson,  Ronald  Vem.  New  Jersey  1890.  Salt  Lake 
City:  Accelerated  Indexing  Systems,  1990. 

(FHL  book  974.9  X22j  1890;  computer  number 
567558.)  The  index  does  not  include  the  17 
people  in  the  surviving  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey 
population  schedules. 

Master  Indexes.  Some  of  the  indexes  mentioned 
above  are  combined  into  master  indexes  of  several 
census  years,  states,  and  census  types: 

Family  Finder"  Index  and  Viewer:  Version  3. 0 
[Novato,  Calif.]:  Broderbund  Software,  1995. 

(FHL  compact  disc  no.  9  1995  index;  computer 
number  775509).  Not  available  at  Family  History 
Centers.  Master  index  to  New  Jersey  1793  state 
census,  some  1773-1822  tax  lists,  1800 


Cumberland  County  federal  census,  and  1830-1860 
New  Jersey  federal  censuses. 

The  FamilyFinder  Index  includes  the  following 
indexes  by  Ronald  Vem  Jackson: 

Jackson,  Ronald  Vem.  A  IS  Microfiche  Indexes  of 
U.S.  Census  and  Other  Records.  Bountiful,  Utah: 
Accelerated  Indexing  Systems  International,  1984. 
(No  FHL  fiche  number,  but  available  at  many 
Family  History  Centers.)  New  Jersey  1793  state 
census,  some  1773-1822  tax  lists,  and  1800 
Cumberland  County  federal  census  are  combined 
together  on  Search  1.  Separate  New  Jersey  1830, 
1840,  and  1850  indexes  are  on  other  searches. 

Territorial  and  State  Censuses 

Microfilm  numbers  of  New  Jersey  state  censuses  are 
listed  in  the  Locality  Search  of  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  under  NEW  JERSEY  -  CENSUS  - 
[YEAR].  They  are  also  found  in: 

Buckway,  G.  Eileen.  U.S.  State  and  Special  Census 
Register.  Salt  Lake  City:  Family  History  Library, 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
1992.  (FHL  book  973  X2be;  fiche  6104851-52; 
computer  number  594855.) 

State  Censuses 

State  censuses  were  taken  beginning  in  1855.  Some 
records  are  missing,  as  indicated  below: 

•  1855.  Missing  Burlington,  Cape  May,  Mercer, 
Middlesex,  Ocean,  and  Salem  counties  and 
incomplete  for  the  others. 

•  1865.  Missing  Cape  May,  Mercer,  Morris,  Ocean, 
Somerset,  and  Warren  counties  and  incomplete  for 
the  others. 

•  1875.  Only  Sussex  and  Essex  counties  are 
available. 

•  1885,  1895,  1905,  1915.  All  counties  are 
available. 

The  1855  and  1865  censuses  name  the  head  of 
household  but  give  only  the  number  of  other  males 
and  females.  The  censuses  from  1875  to  1895  name 
every  person  in  the  household,  but  ages  are  still 
given  within  groups,  and  birthplace  is  identified  only 
as  native  or  foreign  bom.  The  1905  and  1915 
censuses  give  detailed  information  about  each 
member  of  the  household,  including  name,  age,  race, 
marital  status,  month  and  year  of  birth,  state  of  birth 
of  the  individual  and  his  parents,  number  of  years  an 
immigrant  has  lived  in  the  United  States,  occupation, 
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and  whether  or  not  the  person  was  naturalized  (if 
applicable). 

The  original  records  and  microfilm  copies  of  state 
censuses  are  at  the  state  archives,  but  the  staff  will 
not  search  these  unindexed  records  for  you.  Copies 
of  the  1905  and  1915  censuses  are  also  at  the  New 
Jersey  Department  of  Health  (see  the  “Vital 
Records”  section  of  this  outline),  and  this  office  will 
search  the  records  for  a  fee.  The  Newark  Public 
Library,  New  Jersey  State  Library,  Rutgers 
University  Library,  and  Family  History  Library  have 
microfilm  copies  of  all  New  Jersey  state  censuses. 

Microfilm  numbers  of  New  Jersey  state  censuses  are 
listed  in  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog  Locality 
Search  under  NEW  JERSEY  -  CENSUS  -  [YEAR], 
They  are  also  found  in: 

Buckway,  G.  Eileen.  U.S.  State  and  Special  Census 
Register.  Salt  Lake  City:  Family  History  Library, 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
1992.  (FHL  book  973  X2be;  fiche  6104851-52; 
computer  number  594855.) 

Colonial  Censuses 

A  colonial  census  of  the  early  Swedish  settlers  in 
New  Jersey  has  been  published  in  the  following: 

Craig,  Peter  Stebbins.  The  1693  Census  of  the 
Swedes  on  the  Delaware:  Family  Histories  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church  Members  Residing  in 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  West  New  Jersey  and 
Cecil  County,  Maryland,  1638-1693.  Studies  in 
Swedish  American  Genealogy  3.  Winter  Park, 

Fla.:  SAG  Publications,  1993.  (FHL  book  973 
X4c;  computer  number  692987.)  Includes  index 
and  bibliography. 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


The  first  churches  established  in  New  Jersey  were 
the  Dutch  Reformed,  Congregational  (Puritan), 
Society  of  Friends  (Quaker),  and  Lutheran.  Church 
membership  waned  in  the  early  1700s,  but  revivals 
rekindled  interest  around  1740.  By  1775  the  largest 
denominations  in  New  Jersey  were  the  Presbyterian, 
Society  of  Friends,  Dutch  Reformed,  Baptist,  and 
Anglican  (Episcopal)  churches. 

In  the  mid-1800s,  the  Methodist  church  was  the 
largest,  followed  by  the  Presbyterian,  Baptist, 
Reformed,  Friends,  and  Episcopal  churches.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Church  has  been  the  predominant 
faith  since  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century, 


followed  by  the  Jewish,  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  and 
Episcopal  faiths. 

Locating  Church  Records 

Except  for  the  Dutch  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
churches  in  northern  New  Jersey,  few  of  the  earliest 
church  records  have  survived.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  some  important  collections  of  church 
records  described  below  under  the  denominational 
headings. 

For  help  in  finding  church  records  not  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  see  New  Jersey  Historical 
Manuscripts:  A  Guide  to  Collections  in  the  State 
(described  in  the  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section  of 
this  outline).  Other  helpful  guides  to  church  records 
include  the  following: 

Nelson,  William.  “Church  Records  in  New  Jersey,” 
Journal  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society  2:4 
(March  1904):  173-88  and  251-66.  (FHL  fiche 
6010550;  computer  number  390717.)  This  is  very 
helpful  for  determining  all  denominations  that 
existed  prior  to  1 800. 

Guide  to  Vital  Statistics  Records  in  New  Jersey.  2 
vols.  Newark,  N.J.:  New  Jersey  Historical  Records 
Survey,  1941.  (FHL  book  974.9  V2h;  film 
874039;  fiche  6051253;  computer  number 
264816.)  Volume  2  contains  the  names  and 
addresses  of  churches  located  in  New  Jersey  in 
1940. 

Historical  Records  Survey.  Directory  of  Churches  in 
New  Jersey.  21  vols.  Newark,  N.J.:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  1940-1941.  (FHL  book  974.9 
K22h  vols.  1-10;  computer  number  261196; 
974.946  K24d  is  vol.  13  Monmouth  County,  fiche 
6104182;  computer  number  237447.)  There  is  a 
volume  for  each  county;  the  Family  History 
Library  has  volumes  for  Atlantic  through 
Hunterdon,  and  Monmouth  counties. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  nine  volumes  of 
church  record  inventories  for  the  Baha’i,  Baptist, 
Seventh-Day  Baptist,  Congregational  Christian, 
Evangelical,  Presbyterian,  Protestant  Episcopal, 
Salvation  Army,  and  Unitarian  churches.  Each 
volume  is  cataloged  separately  but  they  have  similar 
titles.  Find  these  volumes  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  Author/Title  Search  under  the  title 
Inventory  of  the  Church  Archives  of  New  Jersey. 

Some  denominations  have  their  records  in  central 
repositories.  You  can  write  to  the  following 
addresses  to  learn  where  their  records  are  located: 
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Baptist 

American  Baptist— Samuel  Colgate  Historical 
Society 

1 106  South  Goodman  Street 
Rochester,  NY  14620 
Telephone:  716-473-1740 
Fax:  716-473-1740 

Dutch  Reformed 

Commission  on  History,  Reformed  Church  in 
America 

New  Brunswick  Theological  Seminary 
Gardner  A.  Sage  Library 
21  Seminary  Place 
New  Brunswick,  NJ  08901 
Telephone:  732-247-5341 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
many  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church  records  at  this 
archive.  The  records  are  described  in: 

Gasero,  Russell  L.,  ed.  Guide  to  Local  Church 
Records  in  the  Archives  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America  and  to  Genealogical  Resources  in  the 
Gardner  Sage  Library,  New  Brunswick 
Theological  Seminary.  New  Brunswick,  N.J.: 
Historical  Society  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  1979.  (FHL  fiche  6046480;  computer 
number  546120;  does  not  circulate  to  Family 
History  Centers.) 

The  Holland  Society  of  New  York  Library 
122  E.  58th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10022 
Telephone:  212-758-1871 

Year  Book  of  The  Holland  Society  of  New  York, 

1912.  New  York:  The  Society,  1912.  (FHL  book 
974.7  C4h;  film  908988  item  2;  computer  number 
22721  L):  1-51.  Lists  the  transcripts  of  New  Jersey 
Dutch  Reformed  and  Lutheran  records  at  the 
Holland  Society  Library.  It  also  lists  those  that 
were  published  as  of  1912.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  many  of  these 
transcripts. 

Episcopal 

Diocesan  House  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
808  W.  State  Street 
Trenton,  NJ  08618 
Telephone:  609-394-5281 


Jewish 

Most  synagogue  records  have  not  been  centralized, 
so  you  must  write  to  the  local  congregation. 
Addresses  are  listed  in: 

Lightman,  Sidney,  ed.  The  Jewish  Travel  Guide 
1990  London,  Eng.:  Jewish  Chronicle  Publications, 
1990.  (FHL  book  910.202  J556  1990;  computer 
number  136147.)  Synagogue  and  cemetery  records 
for  some  congregations  in  Middlesex,  Somerset, 
and  Union  counties  are  at: 

Jewish  Historical  Society  of  Central  Jersey 
1050  George  St,  Box  1-L 
New  Brunswick,  NJ  08901 
Telephone:  732-249-4894 

Additional  Jewish  records,  sources,  and  archives  are 
described  in  Genealogical  Resources  in  the  New 
York  Metropolitan  Area,  mentioned  in  the  “For 
Further  Reading”  section  near  the  end  of  this  outline. 

Methodist 

United  Methodist  Church 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
Northern  New  Jersey  Conference 
Drew  University  Library 
36  Madison  Avenue 
P.O.  Box  127 
Madison,  NJ  07940 
Telephone:  201-822-2787 

United  Methodist  Church 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
Southern  New  Jersey  Conference 
The  Meckler  Library 
Pennington  School 
112  W.  Delaware  Avenue 
Pennington,  NJ  08534 

Presbyterian 

Presbyterian  Historical  Society  and  Department  of 
History 

United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA 
425  Lombard  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19147 
Telephone:  215-627-1852 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
most  of  the  records  at  this  archive. 

Roman  Catholic 

The  marriages  of  some  New  Jersey  Catholics  from 
1758  to  1800  were  published  in: 
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American  Catholic  Historical  Society  of  Philadelphia 
Records  \ ols.  1-4,  8.  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  American 
Catholic  Historical  Society,  1886-1889,  1893.  (Not 
at  the  Family  History  Library.) 

Additional  records  for  this  time  period  are  in: 

Dimberger,  Janet  Drumm.  New  Jersey  Catholic 
Baptismal  Records  from  1759-1781  .  .  .  Seabrook, 
Tex.:  Brambles,  1981.  (FHL  book  974.9  K2d;  film 
1033943  item  14;  computer  number  130456;  does 
not  circulate  to  Family  History  Centers.) 

Most  Catholic  records  have  not  been  gathered  into 
central  repositories.  You  must  determine  the  town 
where  your  ancestors  lived  and  the  parish  they  most 
likely  attended  and  then  write  to  that  parish. 
Addresses  of  parishes  and  diocesan  chancery  offices 
are  listed  in: 

The  Official  Catholic  Directory.  Chicago:  Hoffman 
Bros.,  annual.  (FHL  book  Ref  282.025  Of2;  fiche 
6104166;  computer  number  38388.) 

When  a  parish  closes,  the  records  are  sent  to  the 
diocesan  archives  or  a  nearby  parish.  If  the  diocese 
does  not  have  an  archive,  the  chancellor  usually 
knows  where  the  records  are  currently  located. 

Flynn,  Joseph  Michael.  The  Catholic  Church  in  New 
Jersey.  Morristown,  N.J.:  N.D.,  1904.  (FHL  book 
974.9  K2f;  film  1036051  item  1;  computer  number 
261130.)  Has  short  histories  of  individual  parishes. 
For  more  information  about  records,  write  to: 

University  Archives 
Seton  Hall  University 
South  Orange  Avenue 
South  Orange,  NJ  07079 
Telephone:  201-762-7052 

The  archives  has  records  for  the  Archdiocese  of 
Newark,  which  includes  Bergen,  Essex,  Hudson,  and 
Union  counties.  All  sacramental  registers,  1832 
through  1914,  and  cemetery  records  in  the 
archdiocese  have  been  microfilmed.  They  are 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library  and  at  the 
university  archives.  A  small  fee  is  charged  for  mail 
inquiries,  and  records  can  be  searched  by 
appointment.  Christenings  through  1885  and 
marriages  through  1 895  for  most  of  these  parishes 
are  indexed  in  the  International  Genealogical  Index®. 


Society  of  Friends 

The  Friends  Historical  Library 
Swarthmore  College 
Swarthmore,  PA  19801 
Telephone:  610-328-8496 
Fax:  610-328-7329 

This  library  collects  microfilm  copies  of  all  records 
of  New  Jersey  meetings. 

The  Quaker  Collection 
Haverford  College  Library 
Haverford,  PA  19041 
Telephone:  610-896-1161 
Fax:  610-896-1102 

This  library  collects  West  Jersey  Orthodox  records. 

Haviland  Records  Room 
15  Rutherford  Place 
New  York,  NY  10003 
Telephone:  212-673-6866 

This  library  collects  records  of  East  Jersey  meetings 
that  have  been  part  of  the  New  York  Yearly 
Meeting. 

The  records  formerly  at  the  Friends  Records 
Department  in  Philadelphia  are  now  at  Haverford 
College.  These  records  are  on  microfilm  at  the 
Family  History  Library,  as  are  most  of  the  records  at 
the  Haviland  Records  Room  and  a  large  collection  of 
the  records  at  Swarthmore  College. 

The  Family  History  Library  also  has  microfilm 
copies  of  the  John  Pickens  Doman  and  Gilbert  Cope 
collections  (see  the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this 
outline)  and  abstracts  from  most  New  Jersey  monthly 
meetings,  compiled  by  William  Wade  Hinshaw,  John 
Cox,  and  John  P.  Doman. 

COURT  RECORDS 


Major  New  Jersey  courts  that  have  kept  records  of 
genealogical  value  include  the  following: 

1675-  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
1947  Peace  were  county  courts  with  jurisdiction 
over  minor  criminal  cases  such  as 
desertions,  vice,  apprenticeship  disputes, 
and  bastardy.  Also  known  as  county  courts, 
they  had  civil  jurisdiction  prior  to  the 
creation  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in 
1704.  The  Family  History  Library  has 
microfilm  copies  of  some  records  of  the 
courts  of  quarter  sessions. 
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1675-  Small  Cause  Courts  and  Justices'  Courts 
pres.  are  presided  over  by  justices  of  the  peace. 
Justices  of  the  peace  perform  marriages, 
issue  summons  for  debts,  and  rule  on  minor 
civil  suits.  They  also  once  had  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  bastardy,  domestic 
violence,  trespass,  disorderly  conduct,  and 
forcible  entry.  Most  of  these  courts  have 
been  replaced  in  the  twentieth  century  by 
district  and  superior  courts.  Some  of  their 
records  have  been  deposited  with  county 
clerks,  but  some  were  kept  by  families  of 
the  justices.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  microfilm  copies  of  some  justice  of  the 
peace  records. 

1 682-  The  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  has 
pres.  statewide  appellate  jurisdiction  in  civil 

matters,  original  common  law  jurisdiction, 
and  criminal  jurisdiction  in  capital  crimes 
such  as  treason  and  murder.  Some  common 
law  matters  handled  by  the  court  included 
dower,  naturalization,  land  title,  and  child 
custody.  The  early  minutes  also  record 
criminal  matters  such  as  trespassing, 
adultery,  prostitution,  disturbing  the  peace, 
malfeasance,  assault,  and  rape.  In  1947,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  became  the 
highest  court  in  the  state. 

The  state  archives  and  the  Family  History 
Library  have  the  New  Jersey,  Supreme 
Court,  Index  to  Supreme  Court  Cases 
Before  and  After  the  Revolution,  1709  to 
1842  (Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society 
of  Utah,  1978;  FHL  film  1028304-305; 
computer  number  4481)  and  New  Jersey, 
Supreme  Court  (Burlington  County),  Early 
Index  to  Supreme  Court  Minutes,  1681- 
1842.  (N.p.  Bibliofilm,  1938;  FHL  film 
016538  item  2;  computer  number  430866). 

The  state  archives  has  the  actions-at-law, 
1709  to  1842;  minutes,  1681  to  1820; 
judgements,  1704  to  1866;  dockets,  1681  to 
1873;  and  docket  books  and  indexes,  1842 
to  1947.  The  case  files,  1842  to  1947,  are 
in  the  possession  of: 

Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
R.  J.  Hughes  Justice  Complex 
CN  971 

Trenton,  NJ  08625-0971 


1684-  The  Court  of  Chancery  was  a  statewide 
1696  court  that  gradually  received  civil  and 
1705-  equity  jurisdiction  over  matters  such  as 
1947  mortgage  foreclosures,  lis  pendens  (probate 
disputes  over  land  title),  land  partitions,  the 
enforcement  of  the  payment  of  debts, 
probate  suits,  lunacy  inquisitions, 
naturalizations,  divorces,  and  child  custody. 
These  functions  are  now  handled  by  the 
superior  courts. 

The  largest  collections  of  New  Jersey  court 
records  at  the  state  archives  and  the  Family 
History  Library  are  the  chancery  court 
records.  These  include: 

•  Chancery  Court  Cases,  1743-1845 
(beginning  with  FHL  microfilm 
1032125;  computer  number  5018.) 

These  are  indexed  by  plaintiff. 

•  Enrolled  Decrees,  1825-1850  .  .  .  (FHL 
298  films).  There  is  an  index  to  enrolled 
decrees,  1825  to  1854  (FHL  film 
1032124;  computer  number  4693),  but 
the  usual  way  to  access  records  is  to  use 
the  chancery  docket  books,  1824  to  1900 
(FHL  films  1023876-81;  computer 
number  210990),  and  dockets,  1824  to 
1900  (FHL  films  1023882-84  and 
1024050-62;  computer  number  210990). 
Case  files  and  indexes  from  1850  to 
1947  are  at  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Superior  Court. 

•  Chancery  Register,  1781-1894  (FHL 
films  1018599-608;  computer  number 
192836.) 

•  Court  Executions,  1810-1900  (On  84 
FHL  films  beginning  with  1019886; 
computer  number  176496.) 

1693-  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General 
1947  Gaol  Delivery  were  county  courts  that  had 
jurisdiction  over  all  crimes  committed 
within  the  county  except  for  the  capital 
offenses  of  treason  and  murder.  Records  are 
found  at  the  county  clerks’  offices. 

1 704-  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  have  recorded 
1947  civil  cases  such  as  marriages, 

naturalizations,  name  changes,  exemptions 
from  military  duty,  lunacy  cases,  tavern 
licenses,  insolvency  cases,  old-age 
assistance,  manumissions,  settlement  of 
boundary  disputes,  and  child  support  and 
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custody.  They  also  handled  appeals  from 
justices  of  the  peace.  These  county  courts 
were  replaced  by  the  superior  court. 

The  state  archives  has  the  original  loose 
papers  and  tavern  petitions  for  some 
counties  and  microfilm  copies  of  the 
records  for  other  counties.  Some  of  these 
records  are  also  on  film  at  the  Family 
History  Library.  Tavern  petitions  are 
valuable  because  they  show  the  signatures 
of  people  in  the  community  who  approved 
the  license. 

1 799-  Circuit  Courts  were  county  courts  with 
1947  civil  and  equity  jurisdiction  (since  1838) 

over  such  matters  as  mortgage  foreclosures, 
name  changes,  marriages,  adoptions,  estate 
partitions,  naturalizations,  debts,  and 
probate  suits.  Circuit  courts  were  replaced 
by  superior  courts. 

1 877-  District  Courts  were  city  courts  that  were 
1983  given  countywide  jurisdiction  in  1884. 

They  had  jurisdiction  over  minor  criminal 
offenses  and  civil  suits.  They  replaced  the 
small  cause  courts  in  most  places  and  were 
later  replaced  by  the  special  civil  part  of 
superior  courts. 

1 947-  County  Courts  took  over  the  functions  of 
1978  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  oyer  and 

terminer,  general  quarter  sessions,  special 
sessions,  and  orphan’s  court.  County  courts 
were  replaced  by  superior  courts  in  1978. 

1947-  Superior  Courts  are  the  major  trial  courts 
pres.  with  countywide  jurisdiction  over  civil  and 
criminal  matters.  They  perform  the 
functions  of  all  the  former  county  courts. 
Records  of  criminal  cases  are  located  at  the 
county  courthouses.  Records  of  civil  cases 
are  at  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Superior  Court. 

Records  at  County  Courthouses 

The  county  clerk  served  as  the  clerk  to  the  courts  of 
common  pleas,  oyer  and  terminer,  quarter  sessions, 
special  sessions,  and  circuit  court.  The  records  of 
these  courts  are  usually  found  at  the  county 
courthouse. 

Many  types  of  documents  may  be  found  in  county 
court  records  in  addition  to  minutes,  dockets, 
judgments,  executions,  appeals,  and  case  files.  The 
Family  History  Library  has,  for  example,  microfilms 


of  Hunterdon  county  court  affidavits,  liens, 
indictments,  insolvent  petitions,  recognizances, 
coroner’s  inquests,  miscellaneous  records,  and  a  card 
index  from  1700  to  1900.  These  records  are  located 
in  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog  under  the 
Author/Title  Search  (FHL  films  802468-500; 
computer  number  259745).  Additional  courts  and 
types  of  court  records  are  described  in  the 
“Naturalization  and  Citizenship”  and  “Probate 
Records”  sections  of  this  outline. 

For  more  information  about  New  Jersey  court 
procedures,  see: 

Clevenger,  William  M.  and  Edward  Q.  Keasbey.  The 
Courts  of  New  Jersey:  Their  Origin,  Composition 
and  Jurisdiction  .  .  .  Some  Account  of  their  Origin 
and  Jurisdiction.  Plainfield,  N.J.:  New  Jersey  Law 
Journal  Publishing,  1903.  (Not  available  at  the 
Family  History  Library.) 

Federal  Courts 

Records  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of 
New  Jersey,  1789  to  1967,  and  records  of  the  circuit 
courts  (absorbed  by  the  district  court  in  1911)  are 
found  at  the  National  Archives — Northeast  Region 
(New  York  City).  These  records  include  bankruptcy 
proceedings.  Most  have  been  microfilmed  as  Records 
of  the  U.S.  District  Court  of  New  Jersey  and 
Predecessor  Courts,  1789-1950  (FHL  films 
1493227-412;  computer  number  511673). 

DIRECTORIES 


Directories  listing  the  names,  addresses,  and 
occupations  of  adults  have  been  published  for  at  least 
120  municipalities  and  for  some  New  Jersey  counties. 
The  Newark  Business  Library,  34  Commerce  Street, 
Newark,  NJ  07102  has  more  than  2,000  New  Jersey 
city  directories.  The  New  Jersey  State  Library,  Library 
of  Congress,  and  New  York  Public  Library  also  have 
large  collections.  Some  of  the  most  frequently  used 
directories  at  the  Family  History  Library  are: 


•  Hoboken 

1852-1859 

1859-1860 

1861-1901 

1902-1926 


FHL  fiche  6044005-6, 
6044008;  computer  number 
654633 

FHL  fiche  6044010;  computer 
number  654633 
FHL  films  1376941-56; 
computer  number  654633 
FHL  films  1929185-90; 
computer  number  654633 
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•  Jersey  City 

1 849- 1860  _  FHL  fiche  6044004- 1 1 ; 

computer  number  654633 

1861-1901  _  FHL  films  1376941-56; 

computer  number  654633 

1902-1926  _  FHL  films  1929185-90; 

computer  number  654633 

•  Newark 

1835-1860  _  FHL  fiche  6044170-98; 

computer  number  660233 

1861-1901  _  FHL  films  13771  10-36; 

computer  number  660233 

1902-1935  _  FHL  films  1611849-74; 

computer  number  660233 

1938  .  FHL  film  1320616  item  1; 

computer  number  236408 

•  Trenton 

1844-1845,  1854,  1857,  1859,  1867-1935 

(intermittent  years)  On  13  FHL 
fiche  beginning  with  6044540; 
films  18416356-52;  computer 
number  657892 

1930  .  FHL  book  974  E4f;  film 

1425566  item  4;  computer 
number  234805 

For  further  directories  in  these  and  other  cities,  see: 

Brown,  Michael.  Guide  to  New  Jersey  City 
Directories.  Kendall  Park,  N.J.:  New  Jersey 
Information  Services,  1993.  (FHL  book  974.9 
E43b;  computer  number  689927.)  Shows  city, 
year,  and  title,  but  not  repository. 

Also  check  the  city  directories  for  New  York  City 
and  Philadelphia  if  your  ancestor  lived  near  these 
metropolitan  areas.  The  New  Jersey  home  addresses 
of  people  who  worked  in  Philadelphia  or  New  York 
are  often  listed. 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 


The  United  States  Research  Outline  (30972) 
“Emigration  and  Immigration”  section  lists  several 
important  sources  for  finding  information  about 
immigrants.  These  nationwide  sources  include  many 
references  to  people  who  settled  in  New  Jersey.  The 
Tracing  Immigrant  Origins  Research  Outline 
(34111)  introduces  the  principles,  search  strategies, 
and  additional  record  types  you  can  use  to  identify 
an  immigrant  ancestor’s  original  hometown. 


The  People 

Dutch,  Swedes,  and  Finns.  The  northeastern  part  of 
New  Jersey  was  the  first  to  be  settled  because  of  its 
close  proximity  to  New  Amsterdam  (New  York 
City).  Bergen  (now  Jersey  City),  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Hudson  River,  was  the  first  permanent  Dutch 
settlement  in  1660.  After  the  English  conquest  in 
1664,  the  Dutch  continued  to  spread  into  Bergen 
County  and  the  Raritan  Valley  and  then  into 
Somerset  and  northern  Monmouth  in  the  1680s  and 
1690s.  Many  of  these  settlers  came  from  Kings 
County,  New  York.  For  more  details  about  the 
Dutch  influence  in  the  area  see  the  “Court  Records” 
and  “Probate  Records”  sections  of  the  New  York 
Research  Outline  (31069),  and  Epperson’s  New 
Netherland  Roots  in  the  “For  Further  Reading” 
section  near  the  end  of  this  outline. 

The  first  Swedish  and  Finnish  settlers  came  to  the 
site  of  modern  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  the 
Delaware  River  in  1638.  The  growth  of  New 
Sweden  was  very  slow.  Raccoon  (now  Swedesboro) 
and  other  Swedish  villages  were  not  settled  until  the 
1670s.  See  the  Delaware  Research  Outline  (31043) 
for  more  information.  By  the  1690s,  about  900 
Swedes  and  Finns  had  crossed  the  river  to  settle  in 
Cape  May,  Gloucester,  and  Salem  counties,  West 
Jersey. 

English  in  East  Jersey.  In  about  1665,  the  East 
Jersey  proprietors  began  to  attract  settlers  from  Long 
Island  and  New  England  by  offering  liberal  freedoms 
and  choice  land.  Before  the  proprietors  granted  any 
land,  however,  Governor  Richard  Nicolls  of  New 
York  granted  two  large  patents  in  East  Jersey  to 
settlers  from  New  England  and  New  York: 

•  Kill  van  Kull  Patent  (1664).  This  area  between 
the  Raritan  and  Passaic  rivers  was  granted  to  a 
group  of  English  Puritans  who,  in  turn,  sold  the 
southern  part  of  this  tract  to  other  New  Englanders 
in  1666.  This  grant  led  to  the  following 
settlements: 

Elizabethtown  (now  Elizabeth),  settled  in  1665, 
and  Milford  (now  Newark),  settled  in  1666  by 
Puritans  from  Jamaica,  Long  Island  (who  were 
previously  of  Stamford,  Milford,  New  Haven, 
and  Guilford,  Connecticut) 

Woodbridge,  settled  in  1666  by  Puritans  from 
Boston,  Newbury,  and  other  northeast  seacoast 
towns 
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Piscataway,  settled  in  December  1669  by 
families  from  the  Piscataqua  River  area  in  New 
Hampshire  and  others  from  Cape  Cod 

•  Navesink  or  Monmouth  Patent  (1665).  This 
grant,  from  Sandy  Hook  to  the  Raritan  River,  was 
to  a  group  from  Gravesend,  Long  Island,  and 
Quakers  and  Baptists  from  Rhode  Island.  They  and 
other  settlers  from  Massachusetts  soon  after 
founded  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury. 

English  in  West  Jersey.  A  group  of  English  Quakers 
(Friends)  led  by  John  Fenwick  began  settling  the 
east  bank  of  the  Delaware  River  at  Salem  in  1675. 

In  1677  Quakers  from  London  and  Hull,  Yorkshire, 
settled  New  Beverly  (now  Burlington).  In  about 
1681,  Quakers  from  Ireland  settled  on  Newton 
Creek,  south  of  Burlington.  There  were  at  least 
1,400  Quakers  in  West  Jersey  by  this  time. 

Cape  May,  along  New  Jersey’s  southern  coast,  was 
settled  in  1690  by  New  Englanders  (many  of 
Mayflower  descent)  from  Cape  Cod,  Nantucket,  and 
Hartford.  For  information  about  these  families,  see: 

Howe,  Paul  Sturtevant.  Mayflower  Pilgrim 
Descendants  in  Cape  May  County,  New  Jersey — 
1620-1920  ...  1921,  reprint  ed.  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Genealogical  Publishing,  1977.  (FHL  book 
974.998  D2h;  film  928297  item  1;  computer 
number  266202;  fiche  6046063;  computer  number 
537433.) 

Scots.  The  proprietors  of  East  Jersey  actively 
solicited  Scottish  settlers.  From  the  1680s  to  1750, 
many  Presbyterian  Lowlanders  from  eastern  Scotland 
came  to  East  Jersey,  particularly  to  the  present 
counties  of  Monmouth,  Middlesex,  Somerset,  and 
Mercer.  Hundreds  left  Scotland  between  1683  and 
1685  to  settle  New  Perth  at  Amboy  Point  (now  Perth 
Amboy),  Plainfield,  Freehold,  and  wilderness  areas 
of  the  Watchung  Mountains.  Immigration  from 
Scotland  declined  after  1690,  but  the  Scots  continued 
to  spread  west  through  central  New  Jersey, 
eventually  reaching  the  Delaware  Valley. 

A  second  Lowlands  migration,  to  Monmouth 
County,  began  in  1715  and  continued  through  the 
1720s,  with  settlers  coming  primarily  to  Middlesex, 
Essex,  Somerset,  Hunterdon,  and  northern  Burlington 
counties.  A  third  migration  in  about  1750  affected 
mostly  Morris,  Hunterdon,  Sussex,  and  Salem 
counties. 

Ulster  Scots.  Immigrants  from  Ulster  started  coming 
in  1710,  but  most  arrived  after  1725.  Most  entered  at 
Philadelphia  and  settled  in  East  Jersey,  following 


much  the  same  pattern  of  settlement  as  the  first 
Scottish  immigrants.  Many  later  moved  into  Warren 
and  Sussex  counties  in  northwestern  New  Jersey.  By 
midcentury,  20  percent  of  the  people  of  central  New 
Jersey  were  either  Scots  or  Ulster  Scots. 

French  Huguenots.  Between  1677  and  the  early 
1700s,  Dutch-speaking  French  Huguenots  from 
Harlem  and  Staten  Island,  New  York,  settled  at 
Schraalenburgh  (now  Bergenfield)  in  the  Hackensack 
Valley  of  Bergen  County.  Other  Huguenots  settled  in 
Monmouth  County. 

Germans.  The  first  German  Palatines  to  settle  in 
Bergen  County  arrived  in  New  York  in  1710. 
Between  1714  and  1750,  German  Lutherans 
followed  the  Raritan  River  through  Monmouth  and 
Somerset  counties  into  northeastern  Hunterdon 
County.  A  few  of  the  Germans  who  later  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  1720s  and  1730s  crossed  over  to 
New  Jersey.  Those  that  did  went  to  southern 
Hunterdon,  Morris,  and  Sussex  counties.  For 
information  about  early  German  families,  see: 

Chambers,  Theodore  Frelinghuysen.  The  Early 
Germans  of  New  Jersey:  Their  History,  Churches, 
and  Genealogies  .  .  .  1895,  reprint  ed.  Baltimore, 
Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1982.  (FHL  book 
974.9  F2gc;  film  16514;  computer  number  46449.) 

Other  books  with  information  on  German  families  in 
New  Jersey  are: 

Jones,  Henry  Z,  Jr.  More  Palatine  Families:  Some 
Immigrants  to  the  Middle  Colonies  1717-1776  and 
their  European  Origins  .  .  .  Universal  City,  Calif.: 
H.  Z.  Jones,  Jr,  1991  (FHL  book  973  W2jo; 
computer  number  623035.)  The  first  section  is 
entitled,  The  Palatine  Families  of  New  York  & 

New  Jersey. 

Jones,  Henry  Z,  Jr.  The  Palatine  Families  of  New 
York:  A  Study  of  the  German  Immigrants  who 
arrived  in  Colonial  New  York  in  1710.  Universal 
City,  Calif.:  H.  Z.  Jones,  Jr,  1985  (FHL  book 
974.7  D2j,  vols.  1-2;  computer  number  362903.) 
Many  of  the  families  who  first  settled  in  New 
York  later  migrated  to  New  Jersey. 

Nineteenth  Century  Immigration.  Beginning  in  the 
1840s,  immigration  to  New  Jersey  increased 
dramatically.  About  80  percent  of  these  new  arrivals 
were  from  Germany  and  the  British  Isles.  They 
supplied  the  needed  manpower  for  the  state’s 
growing  industries.  Paterson  was  the  major  industrial 
center  by  1 850. 
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The  Irish  were  the  largest  foreign-bom  group  in  the 
two  decades  before  the  Civil  War.  The  Germans 
were  the  largest  group  from  1870  to  1900.  The 
English,  Scots,  and  Welsh  also  came  in  significant 
numbers  until  about  1890.  By  1870  Newark  was  the 
largest  city,  followed  by  Jersey  City.  Since  1870 
there  has  been  heavy  immigration  to  urban  centers, 
including  Newark,  Hoboken,  Jersey  City,  Paterson, 
Passaic,  Trenton,  and  Camden. 

Twentieth  Century  Immigration.  Blacks  are  now  the 
largest  minority  group  in  New  Jersey.  They  were 
first  brought  into  New  Jersey  during  colonial  times 
by  the  Dutch.  The  black  population  of  New  Jersey 
was  proportionally  larger  than  that  of  any  other 
northern  state.  Many  southern  blacks,  who  first  came 
as  migratory  workers  between  1870  and  1910,  stayed 
to  work  in  the  cities,  causing  the  black  population  to 
nearly  triple.  Migration  to  the  cities  continued 
between  the  two  world  wars.  The  surge  which  came 
during  and  following  the  second  world  war  did  not 
abate  until  the  1960s. 

After  the  turn  of  the  century,  immigration  to  New 
Jersey  was  predominantly  from  central  and 
southeastern  Europe,  particularly  Italy.  New  Jersey 
also  attracted  large  numbers  of  Poles,  Russian  Jews, 
Greeks,  Czechs  (Bohemians),  Finns,  Armenians, 
Hungarians,  Latvians,  and  Lithuanians.  Beginning  in 
the  1950s,  Cubans  and  Puerto  Ricans  have  come  to 
the  large  cities.  Hispanics  have  comprised  New 
Jersey’s  largest  immigrant  group  since  World  War  II. 

For  more  information  about  ethnic  groups  see: 

Cohen,  David  Steven.  New  Jersey  Ethnic  History:  A 
Bibliography.  Trenton,  N.J.:  New  Jersey  Historical 
Commission,  1986.  (FHL  book  974.9  A1  no.  99; 
computer  number  521302.) 

Cunningham,  Barbara,  ed.  The  New  Jersey  Ethnic 
Experience.  Union  City,  N.J.:  William  H.  Wise  & 
Co.,  1977.  (Not  available  at  the  Family  History 
Library.) 

Wacker,  Peter  O.  Land  and  People:  A  Cultural 
Geography  of  Preindustrial  New  Jersey:  Origins 
and  Settlement  Patterns.  New  Brunswick,  N.J.: 
Rutgers  University  Press,  1975.  (FHL  book  974.9 
H2wa;  computer  number  261 126.) 

Immigration  Records 

The  major  ports  of  entry  into  New  Jersey  have  been 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  During  colonial  times, 
immigrants  also  arrived  at  the  ports  of  Perth  Amboy, 
Salem,  and  Burlington. 


Colonial  Lists.  While  passenger  lists  for  most 
colonial  immigrants  do  not  exist,  an  index  to  these 
various  early  immigration  list  sources  is: 

Filby,  P.  William.  Passenger  and  Immigration  Lists 
Index.  11  vols.  Detroit,  Mich.:  Gale  Research,  1981- 
1990.  (FHL  book  Ref  973  W32p;  some  supplements 
are  on  microfilm;  computer  number  75625.) 

For  a  comprehensive  list  of  about  140,000 
immigrants  to  America  from  Britain,  see: 

Coldham,  Peter  Wilson.  The  Complete  Book  of 
Emigrants,  1607-1776  and  Emigrants  in  Bondage, 
1614-1775  [Novato,  Calif.]:  Broderbund  Software, 
1996.  (FHL  compact  disc  no.  9  pt.  350;  computer 
number  784052).  Not  available  at  Family  History 
Centers.  Lists  numerous  New  Jersey  immigrants. 

May  show  British  hometown,  emigration  date,  ship, 
destination,  and  text  of  the  document  abstract. 

Federal  Immigration  Lists.  The  National  Archives, 
the  National  Archives — Northeast,  and  the  Family 
History  Library  have  microfilm  copies  of: 

New  York 

•  Passenger  lists  (1820-1942).  The  National 
Archives — Northeast  Region  (New  York  City)  has 
the  lists  through  1957.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  the  following  lists: 

Lists:  1820-1897  (FHL  computer  number 
15681) 

Lists:  1897-1942  (FHL  computer  number 
92040) 

•  Indexes  (1820-46  and  1897-1943).  The  Family 
History  Library  has  the  indexes  only  through 
1943: 

Index:  1820-1846  (FHL  computer  number 
15681) 

Index:  1897-1902  (FHL  computer  number 
92040) 

Index:  1902-1943  (FHL  computer  number 
92040) 

Philadelphia 

•  Passenger  lists  (1800-1921).  The  Family  History 
Library  has  the  lists  to  1921: 

Lists:  1800-1882  (FHL  computer  number 
216604) 

Lists:  1883-1921  (FHL  computer  number 
175209) 
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•  Indexes  (1800-1948).  Indexes  for  1800-1948  are 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library: 

Index:  1800-1906  (FHL  computer  number 
216604) 

Index:  1883-1948  (FHL  computer  number 
175209) 

Other  Ports 

•  Cape  May,  1828  (FHL  film  830231;  computer 
number  216254) 

•  Little  Egg  Harbor,  1831  (FHL  film  830234; 
computer  number  216254) 

•  Newark,  1836  (FHL  film  830235;  computer 
number  216254) 

•  Perth  Amboy,  1820,  1829-1832  (FHL  film 
830238;  computer  number  216254) 

Additional  information  on  U.S.  immigration  sources 
is  in  the  United  States  Research  Outline  (30972). 

GAZETTEERS 

Several  guides  to  place  names  in  New  Jersey  have 
been  published.  The  best  are: 

Gordon,  Thomas  F.  A  Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey .  .  .  1834.  Reprint,  New  Orleans,  La.: 
Polyanthos,  1973.  (FHL  Book  974.9  E5g;  film 
897471;  fiche  6046927;  computer  number 
259798.) 

Gannett,  Henry.  A  Geographic  Dictionary  of  New 
Jersey.  1894.  Reprint,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Genealogical  Publishing,  1978.  (FHL  book  974.9 
E5ga;  fiche  6046942;  computer  number  1 1027.) 

National  Gazetteer  of  the  United  States  of 
America — New  Jersey  1983.  Washington,  D.C.: 
Government  Printing  Office,  1983.  (FHL  book 
974.9  E5n;  computer  number  290080.)  This  book 
lists  all  the  political  and  geographic  features 
represented  on  the  United  States  Geographical 
Survey  7.5-minute  topographical  maps.  The 
gazetteer  can  be  used  for  finding  the  location  of 
some  churches,  cemeteries,  and  schools. 

GENEALOGY 

Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  Some  of  the  major  manuscripts 
and  published  sources  are: 


Manuscript  Collections  at  the  Family  History 
Library 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
Genealogical  Collection.  This  collection  includes 
volumes  of  Bible  transcriptions,  as  well  as  cemetery, 
church,  marriage,  death,  obituary,  and  will  records. 
The  collection  is  at  the  New  Jersey  State  Library  and 
at  the  DAR  Library  in  Washington,  D.C.  Most  of  the 
volumes  were  microfilmed  in  1971  at  the  DAR 
Library  and  are  listed  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog  Author/Title  Search  under  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  (New  Jersey). 

The  volumes  are  generally  arranged  by  county,  and 
many  have  individual  indexes.  Most  of  the 
microfilmed  volumes  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  Locality  Search  under  NEW 
JERSEY  -  GENEALOGY  as  part  of  a  106-reel 
microfilm  collection,  but  a  few  are  listed  separately 
under  locality  and  topic  such  as: 

NEW  JERSEY  -  BIBLE  RECORDS 
NEW  JERSEY  -  CEMETERIES 
NEW  JERSEY  -  VITAL  RECORDS 

Charles  Carroll  Gardner’s  Collections.  Charles 
Gardner  was  recognized  as  the  most  accomplished 
New  Jersey  genealogist  of  the  first  half  of  this 
century.  His  compilations  focus  on  northeastern  New 
Jersey  families,  particularly  those  of  Essex  County. 

•  An  early  work,  the  Gardner  Collection,  (on  32 
FHL  films  941113;  computer  number  357651)  was 
completed  before  1911.  This  includes  180  folders 
on  pre-Revolutionary  War  families.  A  separate 
section  includes  about  30,000  cards  that  index 
individuals  listed  in  New  Jersey  records.  The  original 
papers  are  at  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

•  Gardner’s  material,  collected  from  1911  to  1960,  is 
cataloged  as  Collection  of  New  Jersey  Families, 
1600-1900;  Family  Records  taken  from  Civil,  Court, 
Land  and  Probate  Records,  etc.  (on  25  FHL  films 
beginning  with  84891 94-;  computer  number 
320535).  The  material  was  microfilmed  in  1970  and 
contains  alphabetically  arranged  records  copied  from 
civil,  court,  land,  probate,  and  other  sources.  The 
original  records  are  at  Rutgers  University  Library. 

•  Collection  of  Essex  County,  New  Jersey  Families, 
1600-1900  (on  70  FHL  films  beginning  with 
849448;  computer  number  361218).  The  records 
are  alphabetical. 

Nicholson  Collection:  ca  1690-1900.  This  collection 
of  documented  family  group  records  prepared  by 
Anne  Lea  Nicholson  was  filmed  in  1987  and  is  at 
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the  Gloucester  County  Historical  Society  and  at  the 
Family  History  Library  (on  22  FHL  films  beginning 
with  1491818;  computer  number  84358).  It  is  one  of 
the  first  sources  that  should  be  checked  for  ancestors 
in  Gloucester,  Salem,  Burlington,  Camden,  and 
Cumberland  counties  and  Philadelphia  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

John  Pickens  Dornan ’s  Collection  Family  File.  This 
two-part  collection  includes  alphabetically  arranged 
family  folders  and  handwritten  family  group  records  of 
Quakers  and  other  families  of  South  Jersey.  It  is  at  the 
Rutgers  University  Library  and  on  microfilm  at  the 
Family  History  Library  (on  37  FHL  films  beginning 
with  851703;  computer  number  361209;  and  on  33 
films  beginning  with  849558;  computer  number 
46173).  There  is  a  surname  card  index  on  FHL  film 
854115  (A-Kuhl;  skips  to  Personette  and  continues 
to  Taylor;  film  8541 16,  Peter  Taylor  -  Thacker; 
returns  to  Lacey  and  continues  to  Perry;  Tharp- 
Zimmerman  and  topics  file;  computer  number 
309368.)  The  collection  was  filmed  in  1970-1971. 

The  Gloucester  County  Historical  Society's  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Files,  1600s-1900s.  This  collection 
of  about  3,000  alphabetized  family  folders  was 
microfilmed  by  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah  in 
1976  (FHL  films  1005031-64;  computer  number 
197736)  and  has  material  about  hundreds  of  South 
Jersey  families.  An  earlier  version  of  this  collection 
was  microfilmed  by  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah 
in  1971  (FHL  films  850326-29;  computer  number 
276282).  The  earlier  version  is  less  comprehensive  but 
has  material  not  found  in  the  more  recent  filming. 

Elias  Boudinot  Stockton's  Collection.  The  Stockton 
Collection  is  alphabetical  and  has  about  75,000  cards 
and  1,500  file  folders  for  New  Jersey  and  some  New 
York  families.  It  is  at  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  Library  and  at  the  Family  History  Library 
(on  44  FHL  films  beginning  with  940610;  computer 
number  357649).  Films  941111-12  have  three-by- 
five-inch  cards  for  individuals  in  several  series  for 
different  states.  It  was  filmed  in  1973. 

Gilbert  Cope's  Collection  of  Family  Data.  This 
collection,  compiled  by  a  prominent  Quaker 
genealogist,  is  important  for  Quakers  and  others  who 
lived  in  southeastern  Pennsylvania  and  Burlington, 
Cumberland,  Gloucester,  and  Salem  counties  in  New 
Jersey.  It  was  microfilmed  by  the  Genealogical 
Society  of  Utah  in  1966  (FHL  films  517003-78; 
computer  number  327985). 

Genealogical  Society  of  New  Jersey's  Genealogical 
Collection.  This  is  an  alphabetical  collection  of 


newspaper  clippings  and  family  histories  at  Rutgers 
University  Library  (FHL  films  854126-30  item  1-3; 
computer  number  388562).  It  was  filmed  in  1971. 

Manuscript  Collections  at  Other  Libraries 

Most  libraries  and  historical  societies  in  New  Jersey 
have  valuable  genealogical  collections.  Some  of  the 
major  ones  include: 

Emigrant  Register  File.  This  is  a  collection  of  about  30 
binders  compiled  by  the  Genealogical  Society  of  New 
Jersey  and  housed  at  the  Archibald  Stevens  Alexander 
Library  at  Rutgers  University.  It  pertains  to  New  Jersey 
families  who  migrated  to  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Surname  Index  to  Genealogy  Manuscript  Collections. 
This  file  at  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
indexes  collections  by  Charles  Carroll  Gardner,  A. 
Van  Doren  Honeyman,  Elmer  Hutchinson,  O.B. 
Leonard,  John  Edward  Marsh,  and  others. 

Genealogical  Vertical  Files,  Family  Files,  and 
Genealogical  Charts.  The  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  has  over  10,000  folders  of  Bible  records, 
tombstone  inscriptions,  and  family  data;  1,200  family 
folders;  and  over  60  genealogical  charts. 

Irwin,  Barbara  S.,  and  Elizabeth  B.  Turner,  Guide  to 
the  Genealogy  Chart  Collection  in  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  1983,  revised  ed.,  Newark,  N.J.: 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  1985.  (FHL  book 
974.9  A1  no.  92;  computer  number  522307.)  This 
pamphlet  indexes  the  above-mentioned 
genealogical  charts. 

Published  Collections 

Armstrong,  William  Clinton.  Pioneer  Families  of 
Northwestern  New  Jersey.  Lambertville,  N.J.: 
Hunterdon  House,  1979.  (FHL  book  97 4. 97  D2a; 
computer  number  15601.) 

Cooley,  Eli  F.,  and  William  S.  Cooley.  Genealogy  of 
Early  Settlers  in  Trenton  and  Ewing.  1883,  reprint 
ed.,  Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing, 

1977.  (FHL  film  1033630  item  4;  film  1533353 
item  2;  computer  number  43635.) 

Littell,  John.  Family  Records  or  Genealogies  of  the 
First  Settlers  of  Passaic  Valley.  1852,  reprint  ed., 
Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1981. 
(FHL  book  974.9  D2L;  film  176652;  computer 
number  239536.)  A  separate  index  is  Mabel  Day 
Parker,  An  Index  of  Littell ’s  Passaic  Valley 
Genealogies  (typescript,  n.p.,  n.d.;  FHL  fiche 
6052239;  computer  number  636370). 
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Monnette,  Orra  Eugene.  First  Settlers  of  Ye 
Plantations  of  Piscataway  and  Woodbridge  Olde 
East  New  Jersey,  1664-1714  ...  7  vols.  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.:  Leroy  Carman  Press,  1930-1935. 
(Vols.  1-2,  6,  7  in  FHL  book  974.941  D2m;  vols.  1-2 
on  film  673270  items  10-11;  vols.  3-4  on  547209; 
vol.  5  on  982096;  vol.  7  and  index  on  1035762  item 
10;  computer  number  263461;  all  vols.  on  fiche 
6046407;  computer  number  542852.) 

Rider,  Fremont,  ed.  American  Genealogical 
Biographical  Index.  Vols.  1-1 86+.  Middletown, 
Conn.:  Godfrey  Memorial  Library,  1952-.  (FHL 
book  973  D22am  ser.  2;  on  3 1  FHL  films 
beginning  with  1698167;  computer  number 
49554.)  This  is  a  continuing  series,  and  now 
includes  surnames  A  -  Walker.  An  earlier  version 
of  48  volumes  was  published  as  The  American 
Genealogical  Index,  1942-1951.  Over  4  million 
brief  citations  (name,  date,  and  source)  to 
manuscripts,  periodicals,  and  books.  The  earlier 
version  had  reference  to  350  sources  that  have 
been  included  in  the  second  version.  The  second 
version  includes  an  additional  800  sources. 

To  help  interpret  citations  and  locate  the  original 
sources,  use  the  colored  pages  in  some  volumes  of: 

Clark,  Patricia  L.  and  Dorothy  Huntsman,  eds. 
American  Genealogical  Biographical  Key  Title 
Index.  Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah, 
1990.  (FHL  book  973  D22am  index;  film  1698167 
item  4;  fiche  6088377;  computer  number  491052.) 
Lists  the  sources  that  are  at  the  Family  History 
Library  and  their  call  numbers. 

Sinclair,  Donald  Arleigh,  comp.,  A  New  Jersey 
Biographical  Index:  Covering  Some  100,000 
Biographies  and  Associated  Portraits  in  237  New 
Jersey  Cyclopedias,  Histories,  Yearbooks, 
Periodicals,  and  Other  Collective  Biographical 
Sources  Published  to  About  1980.  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Genealogical  Publishing,  1993.  (FHL  book  974.9 
D32s;  computer  number  363523.) 

Stillwell,  John  E.  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Miscellany:  Data  Relating  to  the  Settlement  and 
Settlers  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  6  vols. 
1903-32,  reprint  ed.,  Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical 
Publishing,  1970.  (FHL  book  974.D2sa;  film 
908775  items  1-2,  vols.  1,  3;  397793,  vol.  2; 
844968  item  2,  vol.  4;  908776,  vol.  5;  computer 
number  2681  15.)  This  contains  transcripts 
primarily  for  Monmouth  and  Burlington  counties 
and  Staten  Island,  New  York.  Some  volumes  also 
include  compiled  family  genealogies. 


Most  of  these  and  other  important  New  Jersey 
genealogical  collections  can  be  found  in  the  Family 
History  Library  Catalog  Locality  Search  under: 

NEW  JERSEY  -  GENEALOGY 

NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  GENEALOGY 

HISTORY 

The  following  important  events  in  New  Jersey 
history  affected  political  boundaries,  record  keeping, 
and  family  movements. 

1664  The  English  conquered  New  Netherland. 

New  Jersey  was  granted  to  two  proprietors: 
Lord  John  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Carteret. 

1676  The  province  was  divided  into  the  separate 
proprietorships  East  Jersey  and  West  Jersey. 
The  capital  of  East  Jersey  was  Elizabeth 
and  then  Perth  Amboy  as  of  1686.  Since 
1681,  the  capital  of  West  Jersey  was 
Burlington.  Each  proprietorship  was 
governed  by  its  own  board  of  proprietors. 
Between  1672  and  1682,  William  Penn  and 
other  Quakers  purchased  both  proprietorships. 

1683  Four  counties — Bergen,  Essex,  Middlesex, 

and  Monmouth — were  formed  in  East  Jersey. 
The  original  West  Jersey  counties  of 
Burlington  and  Salem  were  established  as 
places  where  courts  were  held  in  1681.  A  few 
townships  in  both  provinces  date  from  1675, 
but  none  were  formally  created  until  1693. 

1687-  The  line  between  East  Jersey  and  West 
1693  Jersey  was  agreed  upon  in  1687.  It  ran 
from  Little  Egg  Harbor  on  the  southeast 
coast  to  the  most  northerly  point  on  the 
Delaware  River  lying  within  New  Jersey. 

1 702  The  Quaker  proprietors  surrendered  control 
to  the  crown,  and  the  two  Jerseys  were  united 
to  form  a  single  royal  colony.  The  two  boards 
of  proprietors  retained  land  titles. 

1769  After  long  conflicts,  the  present  border  with 
New  York  was  agreed  upon.  The  line  was 
confirmed  by  the  King  in  Council  in  1773 
and  in  1774. 

1776  New  Jersey  declared  itself  an  independent 
state.  In  1787  New  Jersey  became  the  third 
state  to  ratify  the  Constitution. 

1790  Trenton  became  the  capital. 

1804  From  this  time  on,  children  bom  as  slaves 
in  New  Jersey  became  free  upon  reaching 
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the  age  of  25  for  males  and  21  for  females. 
Registers  of  slave  births  began  to  be  kept. 

1844  The  property  qualification  for  voting  was 
removed. 

1846  A  law  to  abolish  slavery  made  all  children 
bom  to  slaves  free  from  birth,  but  those 
already  in  bondage  became  “apprentices”  to 
their  former  masters  for  life.  There  was  still 
some  slavery  until  the  adoption  of  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  in  1865. 

A  useful  set  of  volumes  concerning  New  Jersey’s 
history  is: 

Kull,  Irving  S.  New  Jersey  A  History.  5  vols.  New 
York;  N.Y.:  The  American  Historical  Society,  Inc. 
1930-1932.  (FHL  films  1697477  and  2055167 
item  5;  computer  number  259955.) 

Transcripts  of  many  New  Jersey  public  documents 
from  the  colonial  and  revolutionary  period  have  been 
published  in: 

Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  [Archives  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  First  Series,  Second  Series].  42  vols. 
Newark,  N.J.:  Daily  Journal  Establishment,  1880- 
1949.  (FHL  book  974.9  B49a;  films  844833-52 
and  438588;  computer  number  248331;  some  vols. 
are  on  fiche.)  This  set  contains  will  abstracts, 
patents,  deeds,  newspaper  abstracts,  and  marriages. 
(An  index  to  volumes  1-10  is  on  FHL  film  844833 
item  3;  computer  number  248331.  Most  volumes 
are  individually  indexed.) 

Local  Histories 

The  Family  History  Library  has  many  county,  town, 
and  church  histories.  Hundreds  of  local  histories  are 
available  in  the  Genealogy  and  Local  History 
collection  on  microfiche.  See  the  United  States 
Research  Outline  (30972)  for  Maron  J.  Kaminkow’s 
United  States  Local  Histories  in  the  Library  of 
Congress  (973A3ka;  computer  number  263102). 

For  an  excellent  bibliography  of  local  histories  for 
New  Jersey,  refer  to: 

Burr,  Nelson  R.  A  Narrative  and  Descriptive 
Bibliography  of  New  Jersey.  The  New  Jersey 
Historical  Series,  vol.  21  Princeton,  N.J.:  Van 
Nostrand,  1964.  (Not  available  at  the  Family 
History  Library.) 

Since  1979  some  New  Jersey  counties  and 
municipalities  have  had  officially  appointed 
historians. 


Local  Historians  Appointed  by  Counties  and 
Municipalities  as  of  November  14,  1989.  Trenton, 
N.J.:  New  Jersey  Historical  Commission,  1989. 
(FHL  book  974.9  A1  no.  98;  computer  number 
167310.)  Has  addresses  of  10  county  and  142 
municipal  historians. 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 

There  are  no  records  created  in  New  Jersey  of  grants 
made  during  the  Dutch  period.  See  the  New  York 
Research  Outline  (31069)  for  information  about 
grants  made  prior  to  1664. 

Proprietary  Land  Records 

In  1664  King  Charles  granted  New  Jersey  to  his 
brother,  James,  Duke  of  York.  James,  in  turn, 
conveyed  it  as  a  proprietary  colony  to  Lord  Berkeley 
and  Sir  George  Carteret.  They  chose  Philip  Carteret 
to  be  the  first  governor.  Before  Governor  Carteret’s 
arrival  in  August  1665,  Governor  Nicolls  of  New 
York  made  the  first  land  grants  (see  the  “Emigration 
and  Immigration”  section  of  this  outline).  Once 
Carteret  arrived,  he  chose  a  surveyor  general  to  lay 
out  lands.  He  also  chose  a  chief  secretary  to  record 
or  register  sales. 

Following  Berkeley’s  sale  of  his  share  of  the  colony 
in  1674,  the  area  was  divided  in  1676  into  two 
separate  provinces,  West  Jersey  and  East  Jersey. 

Each  was  governed  by  its  own  board  of  proprietors. 
The  two  boards  of  proprietors  sold  land  to 
individuals  through  proprietary  deeds.  Each  board 
kept  separate  records  of  these  sales.  The  records 
include  surveys,  deeds,  and  minutes.  These  are 
records  of  the  original  sales  of  the  land.  Subsequent 
exchanges  were  recorded  by  the  secretary  of  state 
until  1785  or  by  the  county  clerk,  primarily  since 
1785  (see  below). 

East  Jersey  Proprietary  Records.  The  proprietary 
land  records  for  East  Jersey  have  not  been 
microfilmed.  The  Family  History  Library  has 
transcripts  of  surveys  for  what  is  now  Passaic 
County,  titled  Perth  Amboy  Surveys  for  East  Jersey, 
1678  to  1814  (FHL  films  947881-83;  computer 
number  320117,  index  on  film  947881;  computer 
number  320117).  The  Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

272  High  Street,  Perth  Amboy,  has  surveys  and 
warrants,  beginning  in  1719;  surveys,  1783  to  the 
present;  returns  of  surveys;  and  minutes.  You  can 
request  a  search  of  these,  for  a  fee,  by  writing  to: 
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General  Board  of  Proprietors  of  the  Eastern 
Division  of  New  Jersey 
Mr.  Frederick  A.  Gerken,  Registrar 
550  E.  Bay  Avenue 
P.O.  Box  32 
Bamegat,  NJ  08005 

The  records  since  1901  are  closed  to  the  public.  The 
minutes  of  the  proprietors  for  1685  to  1794  (missing 
1706  to  1723)  have  been  published  in: 

The  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Proprietors  of  the 
Eastern  Division  of  New  Jersey  from  .  .  .  1685- 
1794.  Vols.  1-3.  Perth  Amboy,  N.J.:  General 
Board  of  Proprietors  of  the  Eastern  Division  of 
New  Jersey,  1949-1985.  (FHL  book  974.9  R2m; 
computer  number  261227.)  Vol.  4.  Newark,  N.J.: 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  1985.  These 
include  petitions  for  land  grants,  warrants  for 
surveys,  and  quitrent  payments. 

West  Jersey  Proprietary  Records.  The  records  for 
West  Jersey  have  not  been  published,  but  the 
originals  at  Rutgers  University  have  been  microfilmed. 
These  include  minutes,  1688  to  1951  (FHL  films 
888812-14;  computer  number  265961);  warrants,  1717 
to  1754  (FHL  film  888815;  computer  number  265976) 
and  surveys,  1654  to  1952  (FHL  films  888803-11; 
computer  number  266090,  and  FHL  film  888723; 
computer  number  341904).  Any  additional  records  still 
in  the  possession  of  the  West  Jersey  proprietors  can  be 
searched  for  a  fee  by  writing  to: 

West  Jersey  Proprietors 
c/o  Mr.  Robert  Haines,  Clerk 
230  High  Street 
P.O.  Box  158 
Burlington,  NJ  08016 
Telephone  609-386-1636 

Secretary  of  State’s  Deeds 

From  1664  to  1785,  land  sales  between  individuals 
were  recorded  as  deeds  in  either  the  East  Jersey 
capital  of  Perth  Amboy  or  in  the  West  Jersey  capital 
of  Burlington.  In  1795  deeds  were  transferred  to 
Trenton,  where  they  became  known  as  the  secretary 
of  state’s  deeds.  It  has  been  estimated  that  less  than 
half  of  all  land  transactions  were  ever  recorded  as 
deeds.  The  secretary  of  state’s  deed  books  also 
contain  some  proprietary  deeds,  warrants,  surveys, 
powers  of  attorney,  mortgage  releases,  and  other 
miscellaneous  documents. 

East  Jersey.  Deeds  recorded  by  the  secretary  of  state 
are  now  at  the  state  archives  and  on  microfilm  at  the 
Family  History  Library.  These  include  deeds  and 


indexes,  1667  to  1783  (FHL  films  522742-46  and 
460030-39;  computer  number  335978). 

West  Jersey.  The  state  archives  has  the  original  West 
Jersey  deeds.  They  are  also  on  microfilm  at  the 
Family  History  Library: 

•  Deeds  and  surveys,  1677  to  1854  (FHL  films 
460045-71;  computer  number  366683) 

•  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes  (FHL  films  460043- 
44;  computer  number  366683) 

•  Salem  deeds  and  surveys,  1672  to  1703  (FHL 
films  460074-75;  computer  number  269512) 

•  Gloucester  deeds  and  surveys,  1682  to  1779  (FHL 
films  460077-78;  computer  number  209278) 

Indexes  to  Proprietary'  Records  and  Secretary  of 
State’s  Deeds 

There  are  four  major  indexes  to  early  provincial  and 
state  land  records  of  New  Jersey: 

•  Nelson,  William,  ed.  Documents  Relating  to  the 
Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Calendar  of  Records  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  1664-1703.  [Archives  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  First  Series,  vol.  21].  1899.  Reprinted  as 
Patents  and  Deeds  and  Other  Early  Records  of  New 
Jersey,  1664-1703.  Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical 
Publishing,  1982.  (FHL  book  974.9  B49a  Ser.  1  v. 

21  1976;  computer  number  248331;  film  844843; 
fiche  6051369;  computer  number  248615.)  This 
book  indexes  and  abstracts  most  of  the  earliest  deeds 
and  surveys  of  East  and  West  Jersey  through  1703. 

All  the  original  records  abstracted  by  this  book  are 
at  the  state  archives  and  on  microfilm  at  the 
Family  History  Library.  Use  this  index  cautiously 
as  some  entire  pages  in  the  original  records  were 
not  transcribed,  and  some  entries  that  were 
transcribed  were  not  indexed.  A  substantial 
number  of  pre-1704  records,  primarily  for  West 
Jersey,  were  omitted  from  the  book. 

•  Index  to  Powers  of  Attorney,  Surveyor ’s  Reports, 
Commissions,  etc.,  Referring  to  Deeds.  This  card 
index  is  at  the  state  archives  and  on  film  at  the 
Family  History  Library  (FHL  films  946856-61; 
computer  number  326159),  filmed  in  1972.  In 
addition  to  secretary  of  state  deeds  and  West 
Jersey  surveys,  it  references  such  diverse  types  of 
records  as  civil  and  military  commissions, 
naturalizations,  oaths  of  allegiance,  marriages, 
pardons,  licenses,  and  cattle  earmarks.  It  is  listed 
in  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog  as  Index  of 


Names  to  Various  Records  in  Various  New  Jersey 
Counties,  1660-1800s. 

•  Colonial  Conveyances:  Provinces  of  East  and 
West  New  Jersey,  1664-1794,  2  vols.  (Summit, 
N.J.:  Crestview  Lawyers  Service,  1974;  not  at 
FHL).  This  is  the  principal  index  to  use  to  locate 
pre-1785  secretary  of  state’s  deeds. 

•  Index  to  Deeds,  Grantee  and  Grantor  is  a  card 
index  at  the  New  Jersey  state  archives  and  on 
microfilm  at  the  Family  History  Library  (FHL 
films  539948-49,  540239-40,  and  540603-605; 
computer  number  335974.)  This  indexes  secretary 
of  state  deeds  for  East  Jersey,  1667  to  1784,  and 
for  West  Jersey,  1677  to  1854. 

County  Land  Records 

The  Land  Act  of  1785  gave  county  clerks  the 
responsibility  of  recording  deeds,  but  many  deeds 
were  never  registered.  Those  that  exist  are  at  the 
offices  of  the  county  clerks. 

The  Family  History  Library  and  the  state  archives 
have  more  than  5,000  microfilms  of  New  Jersey 
county  land  records.  These  include: 

•  Deeds  to  about  1901  for  all  counties  except  Union 
County.  (Morris  County  deeds  are  available  at  the 
Family  History  Library  to  1831  only.) 

•  Grantee  and  grantor  indexes  to  about  1920  for  all 
counties  except  Bergen  County. 

The  deed  books  for  most  counties  record  sales  that 
pre-date  1785.  It  is  common  in  New  Jersey  to  find 
deeds  recorded  many  years,  sometimes  generations, 
after  the  original  transaction  took  place. 

Some  county  clerks  have  deeds  that  were  actually 
recorded  before  1785.  These  deeds  are  usually  not 
included  in  the  grantee  and  grantor  indexes  that  start  in 
1785.  These  deed  books  may  also  contain  powers  of 
attorney,  slave  manumissions,  wills,  leases,  agreements, 
maps,  settlements  of  boundary  disputes,  and  cattle 
earmarks.  The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm 
copies  of  pre-1785  deeds  for  Bergen,  Cape  May, 

Essex,  Hunterdon,  Middlesex,  and  Monmouth  counties. 

Some  counties  also  have  separate  volumes  of 
“ancient  deeds.”  These  were  unrecorded  deeds  from 
earlier  times  that  were  finally  recorded  beginning  in 
the  1870s.  The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm 
copies  of  ancient  deeds  for  Burlington,  Morris,  and 
Passaic  counties. 

Mortgages.  The  earliest  mortgages  date  from  1724. 
The  mortgages  often  include  a  schedule  of  payments, 


the  names  of  the  assignees  (persons  to  whom 
property  is  legally  transferred),  and  the  name  of  the 
mortgagor.  New  Jersey  mortgages  were  seldom 
recorded  until  the  date  the  mortgage  was  discharged. 

A  card  index  to  county  loan  office  mortgages  is  at 
the  state  archives  and  the  Family  History  Library 
(FHL  film  913175;  computer  number  265862).  This 
indexes  many  mortgages  of  Burlington,  Hunterdon, 
Gloucester,  and  Somerset  Counties.  County  clerks 
began  recording  mortgages  in  1766.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of: 

•  Mortgages  to  about  1860  or  1870  for  all  counties 
except  Morris  County 

•  Indexes  for  all  counties,  including  Morris  County, 
to  the  1920s  and  later 

•  Assignments  and  releases  of  mortgages  for  many 
counties  from  1850  to  1900 

Lis  Pendens.  Lis  pendens  (disputes  over  land  title) 
exist  for  all  counties  from  about  the  mid- 1800s  to 
the  present.  They  are  found  at  the  offices  of  the 
county  clerks.  These  often  contain  detailed  lists  of 
all  the  heirs  of  someone  who  has  died.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  lis  pendens 
for  Bergen,  Essex,  Hunterdon,  and  Union  counties. 
Some  are  listed  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog  Locality  Search  under: 

NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  COURT  RECORDS 
NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  LAND  AND 
PROPERTY. 

Road  Returns.  A  rather  unique  source  that  is 
particularly  useful  for  colonial  New  Jersey  research 
is  the  road  returns,  or  road  surveys.  Road  returns 
give  the  names  of  property  owners  through  whose 
property  the  roads  were  to  run  and  sometimes  give 
the  names  of  former  property  owners  with  the  note 
“deceased.”  They  are  usually  found  at  the  county 
courthouses.  Copies  of  road  returns  for  most  counties 
are  on  microfilm  at  the  state  archives.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  road  returns  for  Atlantic,  Essex, 
Gloucester,  Middlesex,  and  Somerset  counties. 

MAPS 


Collections  of  New  Jersey  maps  and  atlases  are 
available  at  numerous  public  and  university  libraries 
and  historical  societies.  The  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  has  a  large  collection  of  more  than  2,000  maps, 
and  the  state  library  has  several  hundred  maps  and 
atlases  from  the  seventeenth  century  to  the  present. 
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The  Family  History  Library  has  atlases  of  most  New 
Jersey  counties.  A  collection  of  10  statewide  maps 
from  the  sixteenth  through  twentieth  centuries  is 
found  in: 

Skemer,  Don  C.,  comp.  New  Jersey  Historic  Map 
Portfolio.  Florham  Park,  N.J.:  Afton  Publishing, 
1983.  (FHL  book  974.9  E7n;  computer  number 
260793.) 

For  information  and  maps  concerning  New  Jersey’s 
changing  state,  county,  township,  and  city 
boundaries,  use: 

Long,  John  H.,  comp.  Historical  Atlas  and 
Chronology  of  County  Boundaries,  1788-1980. 

Vol.  1,  Delaware,  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania.  Boston,  Mass.:  G.K.  Hall,  1984. 
(FHL  973  E7hL  v.  1;  fiche  6051426;  computer 
number  304297.)  Contains  maps  showing  when 
and  where  each  county  changed  boundaries. 

Snyder,  John  P.  The  Story  of  New  Jersey’s  Civil 
Boundaries,  1606-1968.  Trenton,  N.J.:  Bureau  of 
Geology  and  Topography,  1969.  (FHL  book  974.9 
E2s;  computer  number  259796.) 

Some  ward  maps  that  can  help  you  use  the  U.S. 
censuses  are: 

•  Jersey  City 

1855,  1864,  1886,  1890  (FHL  film  1377700;  fiche 
6016660-63;  computer  number  181937) 

•  Newark 

1850,  1858,  1865,  1876,  1892,  1895  (FHL  film 
1377700;  fiche  6016845,  6016716-20;  computer 
number  181937) 

The  Land  Ownership  Maps  collection,  compiled  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  Geography  and  Map  Division, 
Washington,  D.C.,  1983,  contains  28  maps  for  New 
Jersey  counties  showing  the  names  of  landowners  and 
the  location  of  their  property.  The  New  Jersey  maps 
are  on  FHL  fiche  6079674-706;  computer  number 
469740.  Most  date  from  1841  to  1 877,  but  there  are 
two  1766  maps  for  Somerset  and  Middlesex  counties. 
Descriptions  of  each  map  are  found  in: 

Stephenson,  Richard  W.  Land  Ownership  Maps:  A 
Checklist  of  Nineteenth  Century  United  States 
County  Maps  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Washington,  D.C.:  Library  of  Congress,  1967. 
(FHL  book  973  A31oc;  fiche  6048262;  computer 
number  422816.) 

7.5-,  15-,  and  30-minute  topographic  quadrangle 
maps  of  New  Jersey,  published  between  1884  and 


1972,  are  in  a  collection  of  maps  produced  by  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  Topographic  Maps 
of  the  United  States:  Historical  Reference  File 
(Suitland,  Md.:  National  Archives  and  Records 
Service,  1978).  The  maps  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  the  name  of  the  quadrangle: 

•  Adelphia-Dinnisville  (FHL  film  1433812; 

computer  number  340901) 

•  New  Brunswick-Wilmington  (FHL  film  1433813; 

computer  number  340901) 

To  get  the  names  of  the  quadrangles,  use: 

Official  Eastern  North  America  Map  and  Chart 
Index  Catalog.  Neenah,  Wis.:  United 
States/Canadian  Map  Service  Bureau,  1975.  (FHL 
Atlas  970  E72of;  computer  number  467674.) 

Topographic  maps  and  a  free  index  map  can  be 
ordered  from: 

U.  S.  Department  of  Interior 
Geological  Survey 
507  National  Center 
Reston,  VA  20192 
Telephone:  800-USA-MAPS  or 
Telephone:  703-648-6045 

Free  maps  of  individual  counties  can  be  ordered 
from  local  tourist  bureaus  and  chambers  of 
commerce  or  from: 

New  Jersey  Travel  and  Tourism 
CN  826 

Trenton,  NJ  08625 

Commercial  maps  of  New  Jersey  cities  can  be 
purchased  from: 

Geographia  Map  Company 
23 1  Hackensack  Plank  Road 
Weehawken,  NJ  07087 
Telephone:  201-863-3866 
Fax:  201-863-5977 

Hagstrom  Map  Co.,  Inc. 

46-35  54th  Road 
Maspeth,  NY  11378 
Telephone:  718-784-0055 
Fax:  718-784-1216 

MILITARY 


The  United  States  Research  Outline  (30972)  “Military 
Records”  section  and  the  U.S.  Military  Records 
Research  Outline  (34118)  provide  more  information  on 
federal  military  records  and  search  strategies. 


Many  military  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  state  archives  has 
many  military  records  from  before  World  War  I.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  most 
of  these  records.  The  archives  will  make  copies  from 
indexes  and  muster  rolls  for  a  fee. 

This  section  of  the  outline  lists  sources  arranged 
chronologically  by  conflict. 

Colonial  Wars  (1668-1775) 

Muster  rolls  and  officer  commissions  are  recorded  in: 

Military  Officers  Recorded  in  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Trenton,  New  Jersey:  Colonial 
Wars,  1668-1774.  Typescript  at  the  state  archives. 
(FHL  film  573334;  computer  number  355434.) 
Military  commissions  are  also  in  the  Index  to  Powers 
of  Attorney,  Surveyors  ’  Reports,  Commissions  (see 
the  “Land  and  Property”  section  of  this  outline). 

Muster  rolls  for  1673,  1690,  and  1715  were 
published  in  the: 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Historian  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Albany,  N.Y.:  Wynkoop, 
Hallenbeck,  Crawford,  1897.  (FHL  book  974.7 
M2ne  v.l;  film  924818;  computer  number  348152.) 

A  transcript  of  muster  rolls  for  the  French  and 
Indian  War  is  found  in: 

New  Jersey  Records:  French  and  Indian  War,  1 75 7- 
1764.  Typescript  at  the  state  archives.  (FHL  film 
573334  item  4;  computer  number  355437.) 

The  lineage  records  of  the  General  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars  often  contain  birth,  death,  marriage, 
lineage,  and  source  information.  See:  General  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars.  Lineage  Records.  (FHL  films 
beginning  with  528677;  computer  number  404247.) 

Revolutionary  War  (1775-1783) 

A  man  bom  between  1730  and  1765  who  lived  in 
New  Jersey  is  probably  listed  in  some  form  of 
military  record.  If  he  supported  the  rebellion,  he  may 
be  mentioned  in  records  as  a  rebel,  patriot,  Whig,  or 
signer  of  the  Continental  Association.  Those  who 
opposed  the  rebellion  were  Loyalists  or  Tories. 

There  were  238  battles  and  skirmishes  in  New 
Jersey,  more  than  occurred  in  any  other  state.  At 
least  1 8,000  New  Jersey  men  fought  in  either  the 
Continental  Army  or  militia  units. 

For  records  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  see: 


White,  Virgil  D.  Genealogical  Abstracts  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  Pension  Files.  4  vols. 
Waynesboro,  Tenn.:  National  Historical 
Publishing,  1990.  (FHL  book  973  M28g;  computer 
number  534698.)  Includes  names,  dates,  places, 
battles  fought,  and  some  personal  and  family 
information.  These  pension  files  are  also  on  FHL 
films  97000 1-;  computer  number  178932. 

If  you  find  a  serviceman  listed  in  this  index,  you  can 
use  NATF  Form  80  to  obtain  copies  of  the  original 
records  from  the  National  Archives  for  a  fee. 

White,  Virgil  D.  Index  to  Revolutionary  War 
Service  Records.  4  vols.  Waynesboro,  Tenn.: 
National  Historical  Publishing,  1995.  (FHL  book 
973  M22wv;  computer  number  755463.)  Contains 
the  names  of  soldiers  and  has  service  information. 

Index.  For  an  incomplete  but  helpful  list  of  about 
15,000  Revolutionary  soldiers,  refer  to: 

Campbell,  James  W.S.,  comp.  Official  Register  of 
the  Officers  and  Men  of  New  Jersey  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  1872.  Revised  1911.  Reprint, 
Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1967. 
(FHL  book  974.9  M23n  1967;  film  908526;  fiche 
6046724;  computer  number  57753.) 

An  index  prepared  by  the  Works  Progress 
Administration  (WPA)  is: 

Index  of  the  Official  Register  of  Officers  and  Men  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  1941;  reprint, 
Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1965. 

(FHL  book  974.9  M23n  index  1965;  film  1550807 
item  2;  fiche  6051278;  computer  number  352752.) 

State  Service  and  Pension  Records.  The  following 
records  will  help  you  document  Revolutionary  War 
service.  Collectively,  they  provide  more  complete 
information  than  the  published  Official  Register 
described  above.  The  originals  are  at  the  New  Jersey 
State  Archives,  and  the  Family  History  Library  has 
microfilm  copies. 

•  Revolutionary  War  Index:  A  Compilation  of 
Revolutionary  War  Slips  and  Documented 
Materials.  This  card  index  has  summaries  of 
service  records  and  gives  references  to  original 
manuscript  sources;  lists  soldiers,  doctors,  wagon 
masters,  clergy,  and  others  who  assisted  in  the 
war.  May  give  the  name  of  the  person’s  father  or 
son.  (On  31  FHL  films  beginning  with  568699; 
computer  number  346563.) 

•  Revolutionary  War  Slips,  Single  Citations  of  the 
New  Jersey  Department  of  Defense  Materials.  This 
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card  index  abstracts  and  indexes  account  books, 
indents  (certificates  issued  for  the  principal  or  interest 
on  public  debt),  quartermaster  vouchers,  pensions, 
council  of  safety  records,  and  miscellaneous 
manuscripts.  There  may  be  several  cards  for  the 
same  person;  the  cards  often  give  the  county  where 
the  person  joined  the  militia.  (On  120  FHL  films 
beginning  with  569426;  computer  number  329195.) 

•  Revolutionary  War  Records  of  New  Jersey.  This 
large  collection  of  original  records  includes  tax 
receipts,  records  of  forfeited  and  confiscated 
loyalist  estates,  contracts  and  certificates  received 
to  pay  for  taxes,  treasurer’s  accounts,  militia  and 
minuteman  returns,  correspondence,  continental 
line  lists,  muster  rolls,  and  compiled  war  records 
(on  27  FHL  films  beginning  with  573061; 
computer  number  389164).  The  index  is  on  FHL 
films  573061-62;  computer  number  389164. 

•  New  Jersey  Revolutionary  War  Pension  Claims. 
This  file  has  the  adjutant  general’s  alphabetically 
arranged  pension  claims  (FHL  films  573321-32; 
computer  number  355313). 

•  Revolutionary  War  Records  of  New  Jersey. 

Contains  information  arranged  by  county.  Includes 
property  tax  payments  from  credit  slips  for 
Revolutionary  War  service,  confiscated  estates 
information,  tax  records,  militia  lists,  men  enrolled 
by  county,  wagon  masters,  and  pension  papers 
(FHL  films  573061-62;  computer  number  389164). 

Federal  Service  and  Pension  Records.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  almost  all 
Revolutionary  War  service,  pension,  and 
miscellaneous  records  at  the  National  Archives.  Most 
are  also  on  film  at  the  National  Archives — Northeast 
Region.  Some  of  the  names  and  information  from 
lists  of  pensioners  sent  to  the  United  States  Senate 
are  abstracted  in: 

Waldenmaier,  Inez.  Revolutionary  War  Pensioners 
Living  in  New  Jersey  before  1834.  Tulsa,  Okla.: 
Inez  Waldenmaier,  1983.  (FHL  book  974.9  M2r; 
computer  number  327140.)  This  often  gives  the 
soldier’s  age,  residence,  state  where  he  served,  and 
death  date. 

Burial  Records.  The  Family  History  Library  has  the 
DAR  book  Graves  of  Revolutionary  Soldiers  in  New 
Jersey ,  typescript,  n.d.  (FHL  film  868777;  computer 
number  453683).  Additional,  more  comprehensive 
indexes  are  described  in  the  United  States  Research 
Outline  (30972). 


Loyalists.  The  New  Jersey  Volunteers  was  the 
largest  Loyalist  regiment  in  the  colonies  during  the 
war.  It  mustered  six  battalions  (about  5,000  soldiers), 
many  of  whom  came  from  Monmouth  County. 
Original  muster  rolls  of  this  unit,  1777  to  1783,  are 
available  at  the  National  Archives  of  Canada  in 
British  Military  and  Naval  Records.  Muster  Rolls 
(RG  8,  Ser.  I,  vols.  1852-1860).  The  last  two 
volumes  of  this  set  are  on  FHL  film  928940; 
computer  number  198411.  The  state  archives  has  two 
valuable  unpublished  indexes  to  Loyalists: 

•  Listing  of  Loyalists  in  the  King’s  Army,  1776-1783 
(FHL  film  900370  [A-E],  and  900371  [F-Z]; 
computer  number  312420).  These  records  give 
service  information  and  may  give  death  date  and 
place. 

•  Officers  and  Men  of  the  New  Jersey  Loyalists.  The 
first  part  of  this  collection  consists  of  four  large 
volumes  of  muster  rolls  (FHL  films  493684-85; 
computer  number  367515).  The  second  part  is  a 
card  index  to  petitions  to  the  governor,  petitions  to 
the  legislature,  and  records  of  confiscated  estates 
(FHL  films  493679-83;  computer  number  367515). 

The  two  most  important  published  books  about  New 
Jersey  Loyalists  are: 

Jones,  Edward  Alfred.  The  Loyalists  of  New  Jersey: 
Their  Memorials,  Petitions,  Claims,  etc.  from 
English  Records.  1927.  Reprint.  Lambertville, 

N.J.:  Hunterdon  House,  1988.  (FHL  book  974.9 
C4n  v.  10;  film  1036367  item  3;  computer  number 
51780.)  The  names  of  parents,  wife,  and  children 
may  be  given.  May  also  give  birth  town  or  county 
and  death  information. 

Stryker,  William  S.  The  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
(Loyalists)  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Trenton, 

N.J.:  Narr,  Day  &  Narr,  1887.  (FHL  film 
1550592;  fiche  6045993;  computer  number 
507646.) 

See  also  the  following  records: 

Damages  in  New  Jersey  by  the  British  and 
American,  1776-1782.  (FHL  films  888698-700; 
computer  number  391963.)  FHL  film  888698  has 
the  index  and  films  888699-700  have  records  of 
the  damages.  Gives  the  county  where  the  person 
lived  and  often  mentions  the  town. 

War  of  1812  (1812-1815) 

A  published  roster  of  soldiers  is  found  in: 


Records  of  Officers  and  Men  of  New  Jersey  in  Wars, 
1791-1815.  1909.  Reprint,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Genealogical  Publishing,  1970.  (FHL  book  974.9 
M25no;  film  874048  item  3;  computer  number 
261220;  fiche  6045829;  computer  number 
530516.) 

This  book  lists  the  full  name,  rank,  and  dates  of 
enrollment  and  discharge  of  over  10,000  soldiers  in 
the  War  of  1812  and  other  minor  conflicts.  An  index 
to  this  book  and  Stryker’s  Official  Register  of  the 
Officers  and  Men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  is  found  in: 

Jackson,  Ronald  Vem,  et  al.  Index  to  Military  Men 
of  New  Jersey,  1775-1815.  Bountiful,  Utah: 
Accelerated  Indexing  Systems,  1977.  (FHL  book 
974.9  M22j;  computer  number  18764.) 

The  state  archives  has  New  Jersey  in  the  War  of 
1812.  (On  16  FHL  films  573337-51;  index  on  FHL 
film  573337;  computer  number  355797.)  These  are 
the  original  adjutant  general  pension  records.  They 
give  each  soldier’s  name,  rank,  unit,  and  enrollment 
and  discharge  dates.  The  records  often  include 
marriage  dates  and  places,  information  about 
widows,  and  the  nature  of  disabilities. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
service  and  pension  indexes  and  bounty  land 
warrants  found  at  the  National  Archives. 

Mexican  War  (1846-1848) 

Five  New  Jersey  companies  served  at  Veracruz  and 
Matamoros,  Mexico.  Lists  of  the  soldiers  that  served 
are  in:  New  Jersey  Adjutant  General,  Record  of 
Officers  and  Men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  War  with 
Mexico,  1846-1848  (Trenton,  1900;  not  available  at 
the  Family  History  Library).  A  copy  of  this  book  is 
at  the  state  archives. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilms  which 
list  the  soldiers  who  fought  in  this  war.  (FHL  films 
1205336-357;  computer  number  328750.)  An  index 
to  the  pension  records  is  on  FHL  films  537000-013; 
computer  number  345826. 

Civil  War  (1861-1865) 

Federal  Records,  The  Family  History  Library  has 
microfilm  copies  of  the  federal  indexes  to  service 
and  pension  records  of  Union  Army  soldiers.  The 
actual  service  and  pension  records  have  not  been 
filmed  and  are  available  only  at  the  National 
Archives. 


About  88,000  men  from  New  Jersey  served  in  the 

Union  armed  forces  during  the  Civil  War.  About 

6,300  of  these  died  during  the  war.  Important 

published  rosters  from  the  adjutant  general’s  office 

are: 

Stryker,  William  S.,  comp.  Record  of  Officers  and 
Men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Civil  War,  1861-1865.  2 
vols.  Trenton,  N.J.:  John  L.  Murphy,  1876.  (FHL 
book  974.9  M25nr;  film  1425002;  computer 
number  261682;  on  21  FHL  fiche  6045830; 
computer  number  530517.) 

New  Jersey  Adjutant  General.  Register  of  the 
Commissioned  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  New 
Jersey  Volunteers  in  Service  of  the  United  States. 

3  vols.  Jersey  City,  N.J.:  John  H.  Lyon,  1863- 
1865.  (FHL  book  974.9  M2re;  film  1036758 
item  2;  computer  number  261219.)  The  Family 
History  Library  has  only  the  first  volume. 

New  Jersey  Adjutant  General.  Annual  Report  of  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
for .  .  .  1861-1865.  4  vols.  in  1.  Trenton,  1862- 
1865.  (Not  available  at  the  Family  History 
Library.) 

State  Records.  The  state  archives  has: 

•  Alphabetical  Roll  of  New  Jersey  Volunteers  in  the 
Civil  War.  (FHL  film  579863  [A-H];  579864  [I- 
P];  579865  [Q-W];  computer  number  342193; 
names  W-Z  were  not  filmed.) 

•  Civil  War  Pension  Claims,  New  Jersey  Soldiers, 
Alphabetical.  (FHL  film  579866;  computer 
number  353029.)  This  is  a  list  of  invalid  soldiers 
or  their  widows  who  applied  for  pensions  from 
1880-87. 

•  New  Jersey  Civil  War  Records,  Books  1-829. 
Trenton,  N.J.:  State  Library  of  Archives  and 
History,  1969.  (On  121  FHL  films  starting  with 
579872;  computer  number  293538.)  Film  578155 
has  an  inventory  of  the  contents  of  the  books. 

Books  1-106  contain  pension  claims  to  the  year 
1907.  They  are  in  alphabetical  order. 

Books  107-108  contain  pension  claims  after  1917. 
Books  109-152  contain  correspondence  with  the 
New  Jersey  Adjutant  General’s  office. 

Books  153-200  contain  lists  of  all  men  ages  18-45. 
They  are  listed  by  county  and  township. 

•  Civil  War  Record  Books.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  the  first  290 
volumes  of  pension  claims,  veterans’ 
correspondence  files,  and  militia  enrollments  from 
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the  office  of  the  adjutant  general.  Volumes  291- 
829,  which  contain  mostly  muster  rolls  and 
discharges,  were  not  microfilmed  and  are  available 
only  at  the  state  archives. 

Burial  Records.  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
has  an  1 1 ,000-card  Index  to  Civil  War  Soldiers  ’ 
Graves  in  New  Jersey. 

Civil  War  Veterans  Listed  in  the  1890  Census. 
Jackson,  Ronald  Vem.  New  Jersey  1890.  Salt  Lake 
City:  Accelerated  Indexing  Systems,  1990.  (FHL 
book  974.9  X22j  1890;  computer  number  567558.) 
This  contains  the  names  of  Civil  War  veterans  and 
their  widows  for  the  special  census  taken  along 
with  the  Federal  1890  census  (FHL  films  338200- 
2;  computer  number  59376).  The  soldier’s  rank, 
company,  regiment,  date  of  enlistment,  date  of 
discharge,  length  of  service,  P.  O.  address  and 
often  street  address,  disability  incurred,  and 
remarks  such  as  death  date  and  place  are  given.  If 
the  soldier  died  before  the  1890  census,  his  name 
is  given  with  the  name  of  the  widow. 

For  a  helpful  reference,  see: 

Sinclair,  Donald  A.  A  Bibliography,  the  Civil  War 
and  New  Jersey.  New  Brunswick,  N.J.:  Friends  of 
the  Rutgers  Unversity  Library,  1968.  (FHL  book 
974.9  M25;  computer  number  261216.) 

Spanish-American  War  (1898) 

New  Jersey  mustered  four  volunteer  infantry 
regiments  and  lost  40  men  as  a  result  of  disease  and 
accident  during  the  Spanish-American  War.  The  state 
archives  has  122  volumes  of  Spanish-American  War 
records,  most  of  which  are  not  microfilmed.  They 
contain  rosters,  muster  rolls  and  returns, 
correspondence,  enlistments,  and  orders.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  a  microfilm  copy  of  the 
archives’  index  to  the  entire  collection  (FHL  film 
579874-75;  computer  number  355175)  and  volumes 
containing  pension  applications,  requests  for 
commissions,  and  abstracts  of  discharges. 

For  a  published  volume  relating  to 
Spanish-American  service,  refer  to: 

McNally,  Bernard,  comp.  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  Spanish-American  War, 
Embracing  a  Chronological  Account  of  the  Army 
and  Navy.  Newark,  N.J.:  Bernard  McNally,  1898. 
(FHL  film  1550808;  computer  number  495049.) 
The  Family  History  Library  also  has  microfilm 
indexes  to  service  and  pension  records  found  at 
the  National  Archives. 


World  War  I  (1917-1918) 

Over  150,000  New  Jerseyans  served  in  the  war,  and 
of  these,  3,836  died.  The  state  archives  has  a  card 
index  to  Mexican  border  service  in  1916,  microfilm 
copies  of  unofficial  service  records  for  World  War  I, 
and  an  index  to  the  unofficial  service  records.  World 
War  I  draft  registrations  for  the  762,000  New  Jersey 
men  who  registered  are  on  microfilm  at  the  Family 
History  Library. 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  ages  1 8 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  New  Jersey’s 
registration  cards,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  New  Jersey, 
World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  Washington,  D.C.: 
National  Archives,  1987-1988.  (On  127  FHL  films 
beginning  with  film  1711811;  computer  number 
756754.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  alphabetically 
by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
more.  Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  determine  the  board  number 
if  he  lived  in  a  large  city.  A  map  of  Jersey  City 
(with  Hoboken)  has  been  prepared  which  shows  the 
draft  board  registration  district  boundaries.  For  a 
copy  of  this  map,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803; 
computer  number  702779.) 

Militia  and  National  Guard  Records 

The  names  of  30,000  men,  ages  18  to  45,  are  listed 
in: 

Norton,  James  S.  New  Jersey  in  1793:  An  Abstract 
and  Index  to  the  1793  Militia  Census  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey.  Salt  Lake  City:  J.  S.  Norton,  1973. 
(FHL  book  974.9  M2n;  computer  number  261201.) 
The  original  lists  are  at  the  New  Jersey  Bureau  of 
Archives  and  History.  The  state  archives  has  the 
New  Jersey  militia  and  National  Guard  records,  1789 
to  1925.  These  have  not  been  microfilmed. 


NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 


Colonial  Naturalizations 

Few  naturalizations  were  required  in  the  colonial 
period  since  most  immigrants  came  from  the  British 
Isles.  Naturalizations  that  did  occur  can  usually  be 
found  either  in  court  or  legislative  records.  Between 
1702  and  1776,  the  New  Jersey  General  Assembly 
passed  acts  granting  citizenship  to  over  640  specific 
individuals  who  petitioned  either  the  Assembly  or 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  records  seldom  give  more 
than  names  and  places  of  residence.  The  Supreme 
Court  minutes,  described  in  the  “Court  Records” 
section  of  this  outline,  have  naturalizations  beginning 
in  1741.  Lists  of  persons  naturalized  before  1790  can 
be  found  in: 

New  Jersey.  Supreme  Court.  Naturalization  Records, 
1749-1873;  Card  Index,  1761-1860.  Salt  Lake 
City:  Filmed  by  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah, 
1978.  (FFIL  films  1022906-14;  computer  number 
332743.)  These  microfilms  include  petitions,  1749- 
1810  and  1851-1873,  also  naturalization  records, 
1761-1860. 

Index  to  Naturalization  Records,  1703-1862.  (FHL 
film  913176  item  1;  computer  number  325570.) 
This  is  a  card  index  to  legislative  naturalization 
petitions,  1703  to  1776,  1785,  and  1787  and  also 
to  Supreme  Court  and  Chancery  Court 
naturalizations  (see  below  for  film  numbers). 

Stevenson,  John  R.  “Persons  Naturalized  in  New 
Jersey  Between  1702  and  1776,”  The  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society  Record, 
vol.28;  April  1897:  86-89.  (FHL  book  974  B2n, 
vol.28;  film  962873  item  4;  fiche  6015758; 
computer  number  240174.) 

Winkel,  Peter  A.  “Naturalizations,  Province  of  New 
Jersey,  1747-1775,”  The  Genealogical  Magazine 
of  New  Jersey  65  (1990):  1-8,  59-66.  (FHL  book 
974.9  B2g;  computer  number  229965.) 

Guide  to  Naturalization  Records  in  New  Jersey. 
Newark,  N.J.:  Historical  Records  Program,  1941. 
(FHL  fiche  6045826;  computer  number  505543.) 

Post-1790  Naturalizations 

After  1790  aliens  could  declare  their  intention  to 
become  citizens  and  later  be  naturalized  in  any  court. 
Most  naturalizations  took  place  in  the  county  courts 
of  common  pleas,  but  naturalizations  were  also 
recorded  by  circuit,  chancery  (since  1802),  supreme. 


U.S.  district,  and  other  courts.  A  1794  law  granted 
aliens  the  right  to  own  real  estate  if,  prior  to 
purchase,  they  had  filed  a  declaration  of  intention  to 
become  a  citizen. 

County  clerks  have  naturalization  records  from  about 
1795  through  1929.  Since  1930  most  new  citizens 
have  naturalized  at  the  U.S.  District  Court  of  New 
Jersey  at  Newark,  Trenton,  or  Camden.  County 
clerks  also  have  separate  volumes  of  military 
petitions  of  soldiers  who  were  naturalized  after  Civil 
War  and  World  War  I  service. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  court  of  common 
pleas  naturalization  records  to  1906  for  all  counties 
except  Camden.  The  state  archives  has  these  same 
records  for  all  counties,  including  Camden.  The 
Family  History  Library  is  currently  acquiring 
microfilms  of  county  naturalizations  from  1906  to 
about  1930  and  of  the  indexes,  which  usually  extend 
many  years  beyond.  Other  collections  at  the  state 
archives  and  Family  History  Library  include: 

•  Chancery  court  declarations  and  naturalizations, 
1832-1847,  1852,  1856-1858,  1861-1862  (FHL 
film  1022907;  computer  number  332736) 

•  Supreme  court  naturalization  orders  to  be  admitted 
a  citizen,  1851  to  1873  and  declarations  of 
intention,  1852  to  1869  (FHL  film  1022908; 
computer  number  332743) 

•  Supreme  court  naturalization  numbered  files,  1761 
to  1860  (FHL  films  1022910-14;  computer  number 
332743)  and  card  index,  1761-1860  (FHL  film 
1022909;  computer  number  332743) 

The  three  sets  of  records  listed  above  often  give  the 
person’s  town  or  county  of  birth  and  sometimes  give 
the  birth  date,  place  and  date  of  emigration,  and 
place  and  date  of  arrival  in  the  United  States. 

Naturalization  declarations  and  petitions  and  indexes 
for  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of  New 
Jersey,  1838  to  1985,  are  at  the  National 
Archives — Northeast  Region. 

The  following  is  an  inventory  of  the  naturalization 
records  found  in  the  various  courthouses  in  New 
Jersey  as  of  1941: 

Guide  to  Naturalization  Records  in  New  Jersey. 
Newark,  N.J.:  Historical  Records  Program,  1941. 
(FHL  book  974.9  A3h;  computer  number  694770; 
fiche  6045826;  computer  number  505543.)  This 
book  does  not  list  the  names  of  persons.  It  tells  the 
type  of  naturalization  records,  and  the  years  they 
were  kept,  in  each  county  prior  to  1940. 
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NEWSPAPERS 


The  earliest  regular  newspaper  published  in  New 
Jersey,  The  New  Jersey  Gazette,  began  publication  in 
December  1777.  This  was  soon  followed  by  the  New 
Jersey  Journal  in  1 779. 

Information  from  various  newspapers,  1704  to  1782, 
was  published  as  Extracts  from  American 
Newspapers  Relating  to  New  Jersey  in  the  first  series 
(vol.  11-12,  19-20,  24-29,  31)  and  second  series 
(vol.  1-5)  of  Archives  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Each  volume  has  an  every-name  index.  These  series 
are  described  in  greater  detail  in  the  “History” 
section  of  this  outline.  Similar  extracts  are  found  in: 

Wilson,  Thomas  B.  Notices  from  New  Jersey 
Newspapers,  1781-1790  .  .  .  Volume  I. 

Lambertville,  N.J.:  Hunterdon  House,  1988.  (FHL 
book  974.9  D2w;  computer  number  485667.) 

The  largest  collections  of  New  Jersey  newspapers  are 
at  the  New  Jersey  State  Library,  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society,  Rutgers  University  Library,  and 
Library  of  Congress.  The  New  Jersey  State  Archives 
also  has  a  large  collection  of  over  5,000  microfilms 
of  newspapers,  which  can  be  requested  by 
interlibrary  loan.  The  Family  History  Library  collects 
indexes  and  abstracts  of  newspaper  vital  records,  but 
does  not  have  any  New  Jersey  newspapers. 

For  a  guide  to  New  Jersey  newspapers,  refer  to: 

Wright,  William  C.  and  Paul  A.  Stellhom,  eds. 
Directory  of  New  Jersey  Newspapers,  1 765-1970. 
Trenton,  N.J.:  New  Jersey  Historical  Commission, 
1977.  (FHL  book  974.9  B33d;  computer  number 
379382.)  Most  of  the  4,400  titles  in  this  book  have 
been  microfilmed  and  can  be  borrowed  through 
interlibrary  loan. 

Additional  indexes  to  newspaper  vital  records  are 
mentioned  in  the  “Vital  Records”  section  of  this 
outline. 

PERIODICALS 


Most  family  history  periodicals  reprint  copies  of 
local  records  of  genealogical  value.  These  may 
include  genealogies;  information  about  local  records 
and  archives;  queries;  census  indexes;  and  transcripts 
of  family  Bibles,  church  records,  court  records, 
cemetery  records,  land  records,  obituaries,  and  wills. 

The  major  genealogical  periodicals  helpful  for  New 
Jersey  research  are: 


The  Genealogical  Magazine  of  New  Jersey.  1925- 
Published  three  times  a  year  by  the  Genealogical 
Society  of  New  Jersey.  (FHL  book  974.9  B2g; 
vols.  1-25,  36-43  on  films  beginning  with  film 
982039;  computer  number  229965.)  There  are 
separately  published  indexes  for  volumes  1-50 
(1925-1975).  (FHL  book  974.9  B2g  index  1973; 
computer  number  230007.) 

The  New  Jersey  Genesis.  1953-1971.  Published  first 
by  Harold  A.  Sonn,  later  by  Carl  M.  Williams. 
(FHL  book  974.9  B2ge;  computer  number 
223571.) 

All  issues  have  been  indexed  by: 

Nissen,  Mrs.  Carl,  ed.  Index  to  the  New  Jersey 
Genesis,  1953-1971,  compiled  by  The  New  Mexico 
Genealogical  Society.  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.: 
Hermosa  Publishers,  1973.  (FHL  book  974.9  B2ge 
index;  computer  number  223571.) 

New  Jersey  History  (formerly  Proceedings  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  1 845- 1 966).  1 967-. 
Published  by  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 
230  Broadway,  Newark,  NJ  07104.  (FHL  book 
974.9  B2h;  through  Series  3  vol. 3  on  films 
1206442-43  items  1-5;  computer  number  162690.) 
A  cumulative  subject  index  through  1919  is  found 
in  New  Series,  vol.  5,  no.  1,  January  1920  (FHL 
film  1206443).  The  journal  has  not  published 
genealogical  source  material  since  1951.  Indexed 
annually. 

The  Cape  May  County  Magazine  of  History  and 
Genealogy.  193 1-.  Published  annually  by  the  Cape 
May  County  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Rt.  9,  Cape  May  Court  House,  NJ  08210.  (FHL 
book  974.998  B2c;  computer  number  226815.) 
Indexed  in  Robert  Crozer  Alexander,  Index  to  the 
Magazine  of  History  and  Genealogy,  1931-1987 
(Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah, 
1990;  FHL  films  1684612-13;  computer  number 
606951).  This  card  index  was  filmed  at  the  Cape 
May  Courthouse,  New  Jersey. 

The  Jerseyman.  1891-1905.  Published  by  the 
Hunterdon  County  Historical  Society,  114  Main 
St.,  Flemington,  NJ  08822.  (FHL  book  974.971 
B2j,  film  1425613  items  3-5,  computer  number 
264597;  fiche  6045912,  computer  number  530535; 
index  on  fiche  6045913,  computer  number 
506470.)  No  circulation  of  these  microfiche  to 
Family  History  Centers. 


Somerset  County  Historical  Quarterly.  1912-1919. 
Edited  by  A.  Van  Doren  Honeyman  and  published 
by  the  Somerset  County  Historical  Society, 
Somerville,  NJ.  Reprinted  by  Hunterdon  House, 
Lambertville,  NJ,  1977-1989.  (FHL  book  974.944 
H2s  v.  3-8;  computer  number  259230;  vols.  1-8 
are  on  films  571 134-35;  computer  number 
259230.)  Each  volume  is  indexed. 

Vineland  Historical  Magazine.  191 6-.  Published 
semiannually  through  1977  and  annually  since 
1978  by  the  Vineland  Historical  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  P.O.  Box  35,  Vineland,  NJ  08360.  (FHL 
book  974.9  B2v;  vols.  1-3  on  film  483692  item  2; 
computer  number  213102.)  Only  a  few  volumes 
are  indexed  at  the  end. 

Indexes.  Most  of  the  periodicals  listed  above  have 
annual  indexes  in  the  final  issue  for  the  year. 
Cumulative  indexes  for  several  years  are  also 
available  as  listed.  For  nationwide  indexes  to  all  of 
these  and  other  family  history  periodicals,  see  the 
“Periodicals”  section  of  the  United  States  Research 
Outline  (30972).  Also  see: 

PERiodical  Source  Index  (PERSI).  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.: 
Allen  County  Public  Library  Foundation,  1987-. 
(FHL  book  973  D25per;  fiche  6016863  [set  of 
40](  1847- 1985);  fiche  6016864  [set  of  15](1986- 
1990);  computer  number  658308.)  Indexes 
thousands  of  family  history  periodicals.  Annual 
indexes  have  been  published  yearly  since  1986. 

For  further  details  see  the  PERiodical  Source 
Index  Resource  Guide  (341 19). 

For  more  family  history  periodicals,  study  the 
Family  History  Library  Catalog  Locality  Search 
under: 

NEW  JERSEY  -  PERIODICALS 
NEW  JERSEY  -  GENEALOGY  -  PERIODICALS 
NEW  JERSEY  -  SOCIETIES  -  PERIODICALS 
NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  PERIODICALS 
NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  GENEALOGY  - 
PERIODICALS 

NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY]  -  SOCIETIES  - 
PERIODICALS 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
most  state  probate  records  from  1665  through  1900 
and  most  county  probate  records  through  the  early 
1900s.  The  state  archives  has  microfilm  copies  and 
the  originals  of  all  records  formerly  held  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  1670  to  1901,  as  well  as 


microfilms  of  many  pre-1901  county  probate 
records.  The  county  surrogate’s  court  offices 
generally  have  orphan’s  court  records  from  1785  to 
the  present,  surrogate’s  court  records  from  1804  to 
the  present,  and  some  earlier  records. 

Probate  Recording  Practices 

Until  the  1670s,  wills  were  probated  by  notary 
publics  (according  to  Dutch  law  and  custom).  The 
notaries  kept  these  documents  in  their  personal 
custody  and  unfortunately  were  not  required  to 
record  them  in  county  or  state  records.  For  the 
whereabouts  of  these  records,  see  the  New  York 
Research  Outline  (31069). 

Prerogative  Court,  1670  to  1784.  The  prerogative 
court  began  probating  New  Jersey  wills  and 
administrations  in  1670.  Authority  to  probate  estates 
was  vested  in  the  governor,  who  was  the  judge  of 
the  prerogative  court.  He  functioned  as  the 
“ordinary”  or  “surrogate  general”  until  1844. 

Because  it  was  impossible  for  governors  to 
personally  oversee  all  probates,  they  appointed 
deputies  or  “surrogates”  to  act  in  their  behalf. 
Probates  for  East  and  West  Jersey  continued  to  be 
recorded  in  Perth  Amboy  and  Burlington  until  1784. 
In  that  year,  the  secretary  of  state  became  the 
register  of  the  prerogative  court,  and  all  original 
records  from  then  on  were  sent  to  his  office  in 
Trenton. 

In  the  1790s,  the  probate  records  earlier  filed  with 
the  provincial  secretaries  were  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  preservation. 
Prerogative  court  records  include  wills, 
administrations,  letters  of  guardianship,  and  records 
of  lunacy  hearings.  The  prerogative  court  only 
functioned  in  an  appellate  capacity  from  1784  to 
1947,  when  it  was  replaced  by  the  superior  courts. 
Probate  records  filed  with  the  prerogative  court  since 
1784  generally  consist  of  appeals  made  from  local 
surrogate’s  and  orphans’  courts  and  records  of  the 
settling  of  estates  where  land  was  situated  in  two  or 
more  counties. 

County  Orphans ’  Courts,  1785  to  1947. 
Responsibility  for  all  probate  matters  was  transferred 
in  1784  from  the  state  prerogative  court  to  the  newly 
created  orphans’  courts.  After  1804,  this 
responsibility  was  shared  with  the  surrogate’s  courts. 
Orphans’  courts  continued  to  handle  guardianships, 
probates  of  estates  for  which  there  were  no  wills, 
partitions  of  estates,  and  lunacy  hearings.  Both  the 
orphans’  courts  and  the  prerogative  courts  had 
jurisdiction  over  disputes  relating  to  wills  and 
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appeals  from  the  surrogate’s  courts.  Petitions  for 
adoption  could  have  been  filed  in  the  orphans’  court 
or  the  circuit  court.  Orphans’  courts  were  abolished 
in  1947,  and  their  functions  were  assumed  by  the 
superior  courts. 

Secretary  of  State  and  County  Surrogate's  Courts, 
1804  to  Present.  Until  1804,  all  wills  were  sent  to 
the  registrar  of  the  prerogative  court  to  be  recorded. 
Since  1804,  copies  of  all  probates  have  been 
recorded  at  the  office  of  the  county  surrogate.  The 
original  wills,  administrations,  accounts,  and 
inventories  have  been  sent  to  the  secretary  of  state 
(more  recently,  the  superior  court)  in  Trenton. 

Finding  Probate  Records 

Indexes  to  State  Probate  Records,  1673  to  1901. 
Most  estates  probated  before  1901  are  indexed  in: 

Index  of  Wills,  Inventories,  Etc.  in  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  Prior  to  1901,  3  vols.,  1912. 
Reprinted  as  New  Jersey  Index  of  Wills.  Baltimore, 
Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1969.  (FHL  book 
974.9  P22s  1969;  film  545437;  fiche  6051315; 
computer  number  374389.)  The  index  is  arranged 
by  county  and  begins  in  1705  (except  Salem 
County  which  is  indexed  from  1679).  Most  entries 
give  probate  file  numbers  referring  to  county 
probate  records.  These  files  are  now  at  the  state 
archives  and  are  on  microfilm  at  the  Family 
History  Library  under  NEW  JERSEY,  [COUNTY] 
-  PROBATE  RECORDS. 

Some  of  the  other  references  in  this  index  are  to: 

•  East  Jersey  wills,  administrations,  and 
guardianships,  1715  to  1785  (FHL  films  522735- 
40;  computer  number  337046) 

•  West  Jersey  wills,  administrations,  and 
guardianships,  1705  to  1804  (FHL  films  522714- 
34;  computer  number  337046) 

•  Unrecorded  wills  and  inventories,  1673  to  1747 
(FHL  films  545494-96  and  522712-13;  computer 
number  7623) 

•  Prerogative  court  wills,  1786  to  1905.  These  books 
are  at  the  state  archives  and  contain  recorded 
copies  of  probates.  They  are  also  on  FHL  films 
beginning  with  film  522741;  computer  number 
357233. 

•  Prerogative  court  unrecorded  wills,  1823  to  1900. 
These  are  at  the  state  archives  and  some  are  on 
FHL  films  1022898-901  and  1032122  item  2; 
computer  number  28447.  There  are  a  few  wills 


1901-1906  and  one  for  Peter  Lori  Hard,  1924-1925, 
on  film  1022901. 

Index  of  Wills  .  .  .  Prior  to  1901  has  been 
consolidated  into  one  alphabetical  list  for  the  state  by 
Lee  Smeal  and  Ronald  Vem  Jackson  and  published 

as: 

Index  to  New  Jersey  Wills,  1689-1890,  The 
Testators.  Salt  Lake  City:  Accelerated  Indexing 
Systems,  1979.  (FHL  book  974.9  P22a;  computer 
number  5235.)  Its  single  alphabetical  sequence, 
listing  records  from  1689  to  1901,  makes  it  easy 
to  use,  but  it  often  only  gives  partial  source 
citations.  It  also  omits  all  references  to  the 
prerogative  court  probates  of  West  Jersey,  1 705  to 
1804,  and  East  Jersey,  1715  to  1785. 

State  Probate  Abstracts,  1670  to  1817.  Most  wills 
and  letters  of  administration  from  1670  to  1817  have 
been  accurately  abstracted  and  indexed  in  volumes 
23,  30,  and  32  through  42  of  the  Archives  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  mentioned  in  the  “History” 
section  of  this  outline.  Each  volume  has  abstracts  for 
several  years  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  names  of 
decedents.  Volume  and  page  or  file  references  are 
given  so  that  you  can  find  the  original  documents. 
Each  volume  has  an  every-name  index. 

County  Recorded  Probates.  Copies  of  probates  from 
1 804  to  the  present  are  at  the  offices  of  the  county 
surrogate  where  the  testators  resided.  Search  the 
records  of  all  surrogate’s  courts  in  all  counties  where 
an  ancestor  owned  property. 

Some  wills,  administrations,  and  guardianship 
records  for  the  period  from  1804  to  1830  were 
transferred  from  the  county  offices  to  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state  before  being  recorded.  These 
are  found  in  the  records  of  the  secretary  of  state  and 
are  indexed  in: 

Index  of  Wills,  .  .  .  Prior  to  1901,  and  by  Index  of 
Wills,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State,  State  of  New 
Jersey,  1705  to  1804  and  Index  of  Wills,  Office  of 
Secrtary  of  State,  State  of  New  Jersey,  1804  to 
1830.  Trenton,  N.J.:  John  L.  Murphy  Publishing, 
1901.  (FHL  book  974.9  S2ns,  vols.  1-2;  computer 
number  261572;  film  1425613,  items  1-2;  fiche 
6045832-33;  computer  number  530519.)  No 
circulation  of  these  microfiche  to  Family  History 
Centers. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
recorded  wills  and  indexes  for  all  counties  from 
1804  to  the  early  1900s.  Records  to  1921  for  most 
counties  are  currently  being  filmed. 


The  records  for  most  counties  at  the  Family  History 
Library  also  include  applications  for  probate, 
partition  and  divisions  of  land,  applications  for 
administration,  administration  bonds,  inventories, 
letters  of  administration,  receipts,  letters  of 
guardianship,  guardianship  bonds,  orphan  court 
minutes,  dockets,  accounts,  and  other  recorded 
probate  documents. 

County  Estate  Files.  All  surrogate’s  offices  have 
unrecorded  estate  files  (the  original  loose  papers). 
They  are  valuable  because  they  contain  petitions  and 
“partitions  and  divisions  of  estates”  which  list  the 
names  of  heirs,  their  residences,  and  their 
relationships  to  the  deceased.  All  known  heirs  are 
listed — even  if  the  person  died  intestate.  Estates  filed 
since  1946  usually  have  a  copy  of  the  death 
certificate  as  well. 

Many  more  New  Jersey  residents  are  listed  in  the 
estate  files  than  are  named  in  the  will  books. 

These  estate  files  are  at  the  offices  of  the  county 
surrogates  and  were  not  transferred  to  the 
secretary  of  state.  They  are  on  microfilm  at  the 
Family  History  Library  for  Bergen,  Camden, 

Essex,  Hudson,  Middlesex,  Somerset,  and  Union 
counties  from  as  early  as  1784  to  the  early  1900s. 
The  state  archives  has  microfilm  copies  of  estate 
files  for  several  counties,  including  Middlesex  and 
Somerset. 

County  Surrogate's  Court  Indexes.  Most  county 
probate  records,  both  recorded  and  unrecorded,  are 
indexed  by  general  estate  or  surrogate’s  indexes. 
These  are  on  microfilm  at  the  Family  History 
Library  for  the  period  from  1804  to  about  1970. 

Obtaining  Copies  of  County  Probate  Records. 
Copies  of  recorded  probate  records  and  the  estate 
files  can  be  obtained  from  the  surrogate’s  offices 
for  a  fee  (generally  $1  per  page).  Addresses  of 
surrogate’s  offices  are  found  in  Ancestry’s  Red 
Book  of  American  State,  County  and  Town  Sources 
cited  in  the  “For  Further  Reading”  section  near  the 
end  of  this  outline.  In  addition,  copies  of  the 
original  wills,  administrations,  inventories,  and 
guardianships  sent  to  Trenton  since  1901  can  be 
ordered  from: 

Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
Records  Information  Center 
P.O.  Box  967 
Trenton,  NJ  08625-0967 
Telephone:  609-292-4978 
Fax:  609-777-0094 


PUBLIC  RECORDS 


The  following  indexes  may  be  very  useful  for 
finding  the  names  of  ancestors  and  learning  where 
they  were  living  at  a  particular  time: 

Indenture  Collection  containing  Deeds,  Bonds, 
Commissions,  etc.  of  New  Jersey  Individuals:  and 
other  States,  1600-1900.  Salt  Lake  City: 
Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  1970.  (FHL  films 
849596,  849543-57;  computer  number  326161.) 
There  is  an  alphabetical  index  on  films  849596 
(A-Con),  and  849543-547  (Con-Z).  The  indexes 
and  the  records  are  at  Rutgers  University,  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

Index  of  Names  to  Various  Records  in  Various  New 
Jersey  Counties,  1600-1800s.  Salt  Lake  City: 
Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  1972.  (FHL  films 
946856-61;  computer  number  326159.)  This  is  an 
alphabetical  index  to  names  listed  in  commissions 
in  the  military,  powers  of  attorney,  court 
appointments,  Justice  of  Peace  appointments, 
pardons,  earmark  registrations,  land  agreements, 
mortgages,  warrants,  surveys,  patents,  wills, 
marriages,  court  suits,  licenses,  naturalizations, 
quit  claims,  affidavits,  and  apprentices.  The  index 
indicates  the  volume  in  which  the  record  is  to  be 
found.  These  indexes  and  the  records  are  at  the 
Division  of  Archives  and  Records  Management, 
Trenton,  New  Jersey. 

SOCIETIES 


For  genealogical  and  historical  societies  which  have 
records  and  services  to  help  you  with  your  research, 
see  the  “Archives  and  Libraries,”  “Church  Records,” 
and  “Periodicals”  sections  of  this  outline.  Many 
counties  also  have  local  historical  and  genealogical 
societies. 

Many  counties  also  have  local  historical  and 
genealogical  societies.  You  can  find  local  society 
addresses  by  using  directories  cited  in  the  “Societies” 
section  of  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972). 

TAXATION 


The  first  tax  was  levied  by  the  general  assembly  in 
1668.  As  early  as  1670,  quitrents  (annual  property 
taxes)  were  paid  by  landowners  to  the  proprietors. 
The  most  valuable  collection  of  tax  records  is  the  tax 
ratables  (lists  of  landowners  and  other  taxables).  The 
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ratables  list  married  couples,  single  men,  and 
widows  and  indicate  if  they  owned  land. 
Approximate  ages  and  relationships  can  sometimes 
be  inferred.  The  ratables  are  arranged  by  county  and 
township.  There  are  some  lists  for  1773  to  1822  in 
varying  degrees  of  completeness  to  1822.  This 
collection’s  primary  value  is  to  determine  where 
someone  lived  during  the  period  from  1773  to  1832. 

The  original  lists  are  at  the  state  archives,  and 
microfilm  copies  are  at  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  and  the  Family  History  Library  (FHL  films 
41  1285-318;  computer  number  432127).  The 
following  books  index  most  of  the  lists: 

Jackson,  Ronald  Vem.  New  Jersey  Tax  Lists,  1772- 
1822.  4  vols.  Bountiful,  Utah:  Accelerated 
Indexing  Systems,  1981.  (FHL  book  974.9  R42n; 
computer  number  399355.)  The  index  is  missing 
all  of  Hunterdon  County  and  most  of  the 
townships  of  Burlington  and  Middlesex  counties. 
(It  is  also  found  as  part  of  search  number  one  of 
the  AIS  microfiche  census  index.) 

Stryker-Rodda,  Kenn.  Revolutionary  Census  of  New 
Jersey:  An  Index,  Based  on  Ratables  .  .  .  1972. 
Revised.  Lambertville,  N.J.:  Hunterdon  House, 
1986.  (FHL  book  974.9  R4s;  computer  number 
261576.)  This  book  indexes  the  ratables  for  1773 
to  1774,  1778  to  1780,  and  1784  to  1786.  The 
complete  lists  for  these  years  were  published 
serially,  county  by  county,  in  the  Genealogical 
Magazine  of  New  Jersey  volumes  36-54  (May 
1961 -September  1979).  (See  the  Periodicals 
section  of  this  outline  for  the  call  number.) 

Between  1 862  and  1 872  the  federal  government 
levied  an  income  tax  to  pay  for  the  Civil  War: 

United  States.  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue. 
Assessment  Lists  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Internal 
Revenue,  1862-1866.  Washington,  D.C.:  National 
Archives,  1965.  (On  218  FHL  films  1534790—; 
computer  number  462516.)  The  lists  are  arranged 
by  county  and  indicate  the  name  of  the  person  or 
business  being  taxed,  address,  taxable  period, 
article  or  occupation  taxed,  remarks,  and  notation 
of  payment. 

The  following  is  an  inventory  of  the  tax  lists  which 
are  available  for  1773  to  1889: 

Register  of  New  Jersey  County  Tax  Ratables, 
Abstracts  and  Exempt  Lists,  1773  to  about  1889. 
Salt  Lake  City:  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah. 
(FHL  film  599498  item  4;  fiche  6051263; 
computer  number  261571.) 


TOWN  RECORDS 


Town  records,  particularly  for  the  early  New 
England  settlements  of  East  Jersey,  contain  valuable 
information  such  as  names  of  elected  officials,  lists 
of  freeholders,  petitions,  vital  records,  deeds,  cattle 
earmarks,  and  other  documents  useful  in  locating 
persons.  The  largest  existing  collection  of  town  records 
is  at  the  state  archives  in  Trenton,  and  a  smaller 
number  are  found  at  Rutgers  University  Library.  The 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society  has  the  records  of 
Pequannack,  Morris  County,  from  1741  to  1862. 

Some  town  records  that  are  available  on  microfilm  at 
the  Family  History  Library  include  those  of 
Burlington,  Elizabeth,  Newark,  Piscataway, 
Woodbridge,  and  towns  of  Hunterdon  County. 
Middletown  and  Woodbury  were  other  towns  that 
also  had  seventeenth  century  records. 

VITAL  RECORDS 


Birth  and  Death  Records 

The  first  laws  requiring  town  clerks  to  register  vital 
records  were  made  in  1675  and  1682,  but  few  clerks 
complied.  In  1848  New  Jersey  became  the  second 
state  (after  Massachusetts)  to  require  statewide 
registration,  but  the  early  registration  was  not 
complete.  At  least  100,000  births  in  the  period 
before  1920  were  not  recorded. 

Indexes 

•  1848-1878.  Statewide  indexes  to  births  and  deaths 
from  1848  to  1878  at  the  state  archives  have  been 
microfilmed  (birth  indexes  on  FHL  films  493686- 
91;  death  indexes  on  FHL  films  493697-701; 
computer  number  382413).  Births  from  1848 
through  1867  are  indexed  in  the  International 
Genealogical  Index®,  found  at  the  Family  History 
Library  and  Family  History  Centers. 

•  1878-1900.  Alphabetical  statewide  birth  indexes, 

1  June  1878  to  30  June  1890  and  1  July  1890  to 
31  December  1900  are  on  microfilm  at  the  state 
archives  (not  available  at  the  Family  History 
Library).  However,  death  records  for  1878-1900 
are  on  microfilm  at  the  Family  History  Library 
(see  below).  No  index  exists  for  deaths  from  1878 
to  1900. 

•  1901-  Annual  indexes  to  births  and  deaths,  1901 
to  1903,  are  on  microfilm  at  the  state  archives  (not 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library).  From 


'I'') 


1904  to  1940,  the  statewide  records  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  year. 

Records 

•  1848-1878.  Original  birth  and  death  returns  from 
1  May  1848  to  31  May  1878  are  at  the  state 
archives,  and  microfilm  copies  are  there  and  at  the 
Family  History  Library  (on  201  FHL  films 
beginning  with  493702;  computer  number 
382413). 

•  1878-1900.  Two  sets  of  records  were  kept  of 
births  and  deaths:  the  original  certificates  and 
copies  in  registers.  The  state  archives  has 
microfilms  of  both  sets;  the  Family  History 
Library  only  has  microfilms  of  the  registers 
(beginning  with  FHL  film  494183;  computer 
number  382413).  The  registers  are  arranged 
according  to  a  July-to-June  calendar  year  by 
county,  then  by  city,  then  by  the  first  letter  of  the 
surname,  and  then  by  the  date  of  filing. 

•  1901-1940.  Microfilm  copies  of  birth  records, 

1901  to  1923,  and  death  records,  1901  to  1940, 
are  at  the  state  archives  (not  available  at  the 
Family  History  Library). 

The  contents  of  the  records  vary.  The  birth 
certificates,  1878  to  1900,  give  the  name  of  the 
child,  gender,  date  and  place  of  birth,  full  names  of 
parents,  parents’  ages,  father’s  occupation,  and  the 
birth  number  of  the  child.  The  birth  registers  give 
most  of  the  same  information,  although  the  mother’s 
maiden  surname  sometimes  is  not  shown. 

Death  returns  from  1848  to  1878  show  the  names  of 
parents,  the  exact  date  of  death,  and  the  age  at  death. 
Death  certificates  from  1878  to  1900  may  show  the 
names  of  the  parents,  but  the  death  registers  do  not. 
The  registers  do  provide  the  month  and  year  of 
death,  the  age  at  death  in  months  and  years,  and  the 
country  of  birth  of  each  parent. 

Copies  of  birth  and  death  records  from  1  May  1 848 
to  31  May  1878  can  be  obtained  for  a  fee  from  the 
state  archives.  Birth  and  death  records  from  1  June 
1878  to  the  present  can  be  obtained  from: 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics 
P.O.  Box  370 
Trenton,  NJ  08625 

Telephone:  609-292-4087  (information) 

Telephone:  609-633-2860  (to  order  records) 

Fax:  609-392-4292 

Be  sure  to  request  the  “long  form.”  If  the  exact  date 
is  unknown,  there  is  an  additional  fee  for  each  year 


searched.  The  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state’s 
records  are  listed  in: 

Where  to  Write  for  Vital  Records:  Births,  Deaths, 
Marriages,  and  Divorces.  Hyattsville,  Md.:  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  March 
1993.  (FHL  book  973  V24wv;  computer  number 
185507.)  Copies  of  this  booklet  are  at  the  Family 
History  Library  and  at  many  Family  History 
Centers.  You  can  also  write  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital 
Statistics  for  current  fees  and  their  policy 
regarding  searching  their  records  for  genealogical 
requests. 

Marriage  Records 

Provincial  Marriage  Licenses.  The  earliest  law 
requiring  town  clerks  to  keep  marriage  records  was 
made  in  1673,  but  few  clerks  complied.  Marriages 
were  performed  either  by  a  clergyman  or,  more 
commonly,  by  a  justice  of  the  peace.  After  1719  a 
marriage  license  was  required  unless  banns  were 
published  at  least  three  weeks  before  the  marriage. 

In  the  colonial  period,  it  has  been  estimated  that  only 
about  25  percent  of  New  Jersey  marriages  were  by 
license.  Usually  the  more  affluent  persons  obtained 
licenses.  Marriage  by  license  gradually  became  more 
popular  than  banns  by  the  mid-eighteenth  century. 
However,  by  about  1790,  marriage  by  license  had 
again  declined  in  popularity.  Legislation  in  1795 
repealed  the  requirement  for  marriage  licenses. 

About  10,000  original  marriage  bonds  and  licenses, 
1711  to  1795  (FHL  films  888701-10;  computer 
number  266057),  were  filmed  at  the  state  archives. 
Most  date  between  1728  and  1790.  They  are 
arranged  chronologically  in  volumes  by  the  first 
letter  of  the  groom’s  surname.  Some  documents 
were  filmed  out  of  focus,  so  you  may  need  to  check 
a  previous  filming  (FHL  films  802936-43;  computer 
number  265943).  Some  licenses  issued  between  1665 
and  1711  and  other  marriage  records  to  the  1760s 
can  be  found  in  the  deed  books  and  are  indexed  by 
the  Index  to  Powers  of  Attorney  .  .  .  (FHL  films 
946856-61;  computer  number  326159)  mentioned  in 
the  “Land  and  Property”  section  of  this  outline. 

The  best  index  to  licenses  is  New  Jersey  Marriage 
Bonds,  W.P.A.  .  .  .  1670-1900.  This  is  a  bride’s  and 
groom’s  card  index  at  the  state  archives  (FHL  films 
542533-37;  computer  number  321217).  The  index 
shows  where  the  original  bonds  and  licenses  are 
found  by  listing  the  volume  and  page  references. 

For  a  published  index,  refer  to: 


33 


Nelson,  William,  ed.  Documents  Relating  to  the 
Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Marriage  Records,  1665-1800.  [Archives  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  First  Series,  vol.  22]  1900, 
reprinted  as  New  Jersey  Marriage  Records. 
Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1967. 
(FHL  book  974.9  B49a  Ser  1,  v.  22;  computer 
number  248331;  film  874375  item  1;  computer 
number  248621.)  This  book  indexes  the  bonds  but 
does  not  list  the  names  of  bondsmen,  prior 
marriage  indication,  parent’s  consent  for  a  minor, 
nor  the  volume  and  page  references.  The  last  third 
of  the  book  lists  additional  marriages  from  church 
records  and  Middlesex  County  marriage  returns, 
1795  to  1799. 

Charles  Carroll  Gardner  found  numerous 
transcription  errors,  and  his  revised  lists  for  the  years 
1727  to  1751  were  published  in  the  Genealogical 
Magazine  of  New  Jersey,  14-23  (1939-1948).  See  the 
“Periodicals”  section  of  this  outline. 

Another  card  index  to  New  Jersey  marriage  bonds 
for  about  1730  to  1791  was  filmed  at  the 
Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  (FHL  films 
540682-83;  computer  number  321272).  These  typed 
cards  give  the  names  of  the  brides  and  grooms,  their 
residences,  and  sometimes  the  occupation  of  the 
groom.  Also  listed  are  the  names  of  the  bondsmen 
and  witnesses  and  their  residences. 

County  Marriage  Records.  Marriage  certificates 
were  recorded  by  the  county  courts  of  common  pleas 
beginning  in  1795.  County  marriage  records  rarely 
provide  the  names  of  parents.  The  original  county 
marriages  are  usually  found  at  the  offices  of  the 
county  clerks.  The  state  archives  has  microfilm 
copies  from  1795  to  about  1848.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  microfilm  copies  from  1795  to  about 
1900  (Monmouth  County  to  1843)  for  all  counties 
except  for  Hudson  (created  in  1 840)  and  Camden 
(created  in  1 844).  Some  marriages  for  Bergen, 

Essex,  Morris,  and  Passaic  counties  are  indexed  in 
the  1988  edition  of  the  International  Genealogical 
Index. 

The  early  county  marriages  for  most  counties,  often 
with  supplementary  marriages  from  church  records, 
have  been  transcribed  and  published  and  are 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library.  Justice  of 
the  peace  records  may  or  may  not  have  been  filed 
with  the  county  and  tend  to  be  scattered.  Some  are 
in  various  collections  at  the  state  archives;  some  are 
available  at  the  county  courthouses;  and  some,  such 
as  those  for  Bergen,  are  at  county  historical  archives. 


A  large  collection  of  Essex  County  dockets  arranged 
by  the  name  of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  1782  to 
1911,  was  filmed  at  the  Essex  County  courthouse 
and  is  available  at  the  state  archives  and  the  Family 
History  Library  (on  67  films  beginning  with  FHL 
film  1302538  items  2-6;  computer  number  128448). 
The  state  archives  has  the  original  justice  of  the 
peace  dockets  for  some  counties. 

State  Records  of  Marriage.  Statewide  registration  of 
marriages  began  in  May  1848.  Original  marriage 
records,  1848  to  1878,  and  microfilm  copies,  1848  to 
1940,  are  at  the  state  archives.  The  marriage  returns 
before  1878  give  the  names  of  the  bride’s  and 
groom’s  parents.  The  registers  after  1878  do  not 
have  parents’  names,  but  the  marriage  certificates  do. 
Marriage  returns  since  1886  and  marriage  affidavits 
have  not  been  microfilmed.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  some  of  the  following  records,  which  are 
also  available  at  the  state  archives: 

Indexes 

•  1848-1864.  These  are  filed  by  county  and  then 
alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  groom’s 
surname  (FHL  films  493692-94;  computer  number 
382413). 

•  1864-1903.  Bride  and  groom  indexes,  1864  to  1867, 
and  a  groom  index,  1867  to  1878,  (FHL  film 
493695-96;  computer  number  382413);  bride  and 
groom  indexes,  June  1878  to  1900  (not  available  at 
the  Family  History  Library);  and  groom  index,  1901 
to  1903  (not  available  at  the  Family  History  Library). 
However,  the  records  for  1848  to  1900  are  on 
microfilms  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

Records 

•  1 848-1900.  Marriage  returns,  1848  to  1867,  (on  25 
FHL  films  beginning  with  493702;  computer 
number  382413)  have  been  indexed  in  the 
International  Genealogical  Index;  returns,  1868  to 
1878  (FHL  films  494145-60;  computer  number 
382143),  and  registers,  1878  to  1900  (FHL  films 
494248-49;  495696-721;  and  589813-22;  computer 
number  382413)  are  arranged  according  to  a  July- 
to-June  calendar  year  by  county  and  then  by  the 
first  letter  of  the  groom’s  surname. 

•  1901-1940.  The  marriage  records  or  certificates  from 
1904  to  1940  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  grooms’ 
names  within  each  year  so  no  index  is  needed  (not 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library). 

Marriage  records  from  1848  to  1878  can  be  obtained 
from  the  state  archives  for  a  fee.  The  records  from 


June  1878  to  1940  can  be  viewed  at  the  archives,  but 
the  staff  cannot  search  them  nor  make  photocopies. 
Copies  of  records  from  June  1878  to  the  present  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  New  Jersey  State 
Department  of  Health.  The  fee  and  the  restrictions 
are  identical  to  those  for  births  and  deaths. 

Other  Vital  Records  Sources  and  Indexes 

The  Works  Progress  Administration  (WPA) 
abstracted  some  birth  and  death  information  onto 
card  indexes  known  as  New  Jersey  W.P.A.  Birth  and 
Death  Records,  Early  to  1900.  These  cards  primarily 
index  church  burial  records,  but  they  also  index 
death  notices  from  newspapers,  some  town  clerk  births 
and  deaths,  cemetery  headstones,  and  sextons’  records. 
They  are  found  at  the  state  archives  and  on  microfilm 
at  the  Family  History  Library  (on  12  FHL  films 
beginning  with  820014;  computer  number  326160). 

The  New  Jersey  Biographical  Card  Index  at  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society  (not  available  at  the  Family 
History  Library)  is  an  index  to  about  75,000  births, 
baptisms,  marriages,  deaths,  and  burials  from: 

•  WPA  abstracts  of  central  and  northern  New  Jersey 
newspapers 

•  Trinity  Church,  Newark,  burial  records 

•  Elizabeth,  N.J.  records  compiled  by  Elmer  T. 
Hutchinson 

Vital  Statistics  Index  from  Trenton  Newspapers, 
1800-1900,  at  the  New  Jersey  Bureau  of  Archives 
and  History,  is  an  alphabetical  card  index  to 
marriage  and  death  notices  for  the  period  from 
December  1777  to  1900.  It  was  microfilmed  in  1969 
at  the  state  archives.  (FHL  films  542512-29; 
computer  number  355800.) 

There  is  an  index  to  deaths  where  the  person  died 
from  unusual  causes: 

Index  to  Inquisitions  on  the  Dead,  1 700  's-1800 ’s.  Salt 

Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  1972. 

(FHL  film  913176  item  2;  computer  number 

325572.)  This  is  an  index  to  records  at  the  state 

archives  and  provides  the  name  of  the  person,  the 

county,  page,  and  sometimes  the  township  or  town. 

\ 

For  an  inventory  of  the  birth,  marriage,  and  death 
records  kept  in  the  various  towns,  cities,  and 
counties  as  of  1941,  see: 

Guide  to  Vital  Statistics  Records  in  New  Jersey. 

(FHL  book  974.9  V2h;  film  874039  items  1-2; 
fiche  6051253;  computer  number  264816.) 

Volume  1  has  information  on  birth,  marriage,  and 


death  records,  and  volume  two  has  information  on 
the  vital  statistics  records  kept  in  churches. 

Divorce  Records 

Matrimonial  records,  including  divorce  proceedings, 
were  kept  by  the  court  of  chancery  through  1947. 
The  records  at  the  state  archives  and  at  the  Family 
History  Library  date  from  1743  to  1850.  They  are 
found  in  the  chancery  court  case  files  and  enrolled 
decrees  described  in  the  “Court  Records”  section  of 
this  outline  and  are  indexed.  Records  of  legislative 
divorces  before  1845  are  listed  in  Beth 
Jones-Reichman’s  “Divorces  by  Legislative  Acts, 
1778-1844,”  The  Genealogical  Magazine  of  New 
Jersey  53  (January  1978):  1-10.  Most  existing  copies 
of  divorce  petitions  are  at  the  state  archives. 

Divorce  records  since  1850  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  superior  court — except  those  less  than  five  years 
old,  which  are  usually  kept  at  the  county  clerks’ 
offices.  Most  case  files  are  not  restricted.  You  can 
obtain  copies  if  you  provide  the  approximate  year  of 
marriage  and  the  names  of  both  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant.  Write  to: 

Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
Records  Information  Center 
P.O.  Box  967 
Trenton,  NJ  08625-0967 
Telephone:  609-292-4978 
Fax:  609-777-0094 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 

For  sources  of  information  about  research  and  records 
in  New  Jersey  not  already  mentioned,  refer  to: 

Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry’s  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps,  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 

Epperson,  Gwenn  F.  New  Netherland  Roots. 
Baltimore,  Md.:  Genealogical  Publishing,  1994. 
(FHL  book  974.7  D27e;  computer  number 
698385.)  Discusses  and  quotes  examples  from 
passenger  lists,  early  government  records,  marriage 
registers,  church  records,  and  court  records  of  New 
Netherland.  Also  discusses  early  Dutch,  German, 
Belgian,  French,  and  Scandinavian  sources. 
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Guzik,  Estelle  M.,  ed.  Genealogical  Resources  in  the 
New  York  Metropolitan  Area.  New  York:  Jewish 
Genealogical  Society,  1989.  (FHL  book  Ref  974.1 
A3ge;  fiche  6100654;  computer  number  505986.) 
Describes  collections  in  government  repositories 
and  major  libraries  in  the  city  of  Trenton  and 
Bergen,  Essex,  and  Hudson  counties.  Includes 
name,  place,  and  subject  indexes. 

Joslyn,  Roger  D.  "New  Jersey."  In  Ancestry’s  Red 
Book:  American  State,  County  and  Town  Sources, 
rev.  ed.,  edited  by  Alice  Eichholtz,  498-511.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Discusses  history, 
vital  records,  censuses,  background  sources,  maps, 
land,  probate,  court,  tax,  cemetery,  church,  and 
military  records,  periodicals,  archives,  libraries, 
societies,  immigration,  and  county  resources. 

New  Jersey  Bureau  of  Archives  and  History. 
Genealogical  Research:  A  Guide  to  Source 
Materials  in  the  Archives  and  History  Bureau  of  the 
New  Jersey  State  Library.  Trenton,  N.J.: 
Genealogical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  1971.  (FHL 
fiche  6051295;  computer  number  335677.)  This  36- 
page  guide  contains  very  helpful  information  about 
the  records  at  the  state  archives.  Contains 
information  on  the  creation  of  New  Jersey  counties 
and  detailed  descriptions  of  more  then  20  major 
types  of  New  Jersey  records,  such  as  births, 
marriages,  deaths,  and  so  on. 

Stryker-Rodda,  Kenn.  New  Jersey:  Digging  for 
Ancestors  in  the  Garden  State.  1970.  Detroit, 

Mich.:  Detroit  Society  for  Genealogical  Research, 
1984.  (FHL  book  974.9  A1  no.  2;  computer  number 
167522.)  This  was  published  from  a  talk  given 
about  the  history  of  New  Jersey  and  resulting 
records,  including  a  14-page  bibliography  of 
genealogical  sources. 


COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 
Family  History  Library 
35  North  West  Temple 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84150-3400 
USA 

Fax:  801-240-2597 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 
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